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INTRODUCTION 
WRESTLING’S 


BEST 
FROM 


‘COAST TO COAST 


HEY’RE THE ONES who 

make the fans rise to their 
feet with excitement and expecta- 
tion. They're the ones around 
whom the sport and all its cham- 
pionships revolve. 

They are the superstars, the 
great modern-day legends of pro 
wrestling. And this issue of Wres- 
tling USA offers a cornucopia of 
grappling talent, from every feder- 
ation in every state from coast to 
coast. From Hulk Hogan and 
Roddy Piper to Ric Flair and Ker- 
ry Von Erich, this issue highlights 
the men who make the sport tick. 

Veterans like Curt Hennig and 
Paul Orndorff? You'll find them 
here. Up-and-comers like Brian 
Pillman and Rick and Scott Stein- 
er? They’re here, too. Our editors 
have compiled stories on the hot- 
test stars from recent editions of 
our family of magazines—Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, The Wrestler, 
Inside Wrestling, Sports Review 
Wrestling, Wrestling 90, Wrestling 
Superstars, and Wrestling 
Classics. And when you're 
through reading, we’re sure you'll 
agree that you hold in your hands 
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one of the most action-packed is- 
sues of Wrestling USA we've ever 


_ Offered. 


This edition kicks off with 
“Head To Head’’ (page 8), re- 
printed from the Spring 1990 is- 
sue of Wrestling 90. Imagine a 
match between The Ultimate War- 
rior and Sting, two former part- 


ners who have gone on to incredi- 
ble superstardom. We put four 
experts to the test and asked who 
they would pick in what would 
surely be one of the greatest bat- 

tles ever. What do you think? 
If you picked Sting to win, one 
factor in his favor was no doubt 
(Continued on page 62) 


Sting headiocks Lex Luger. Imagine a match between the ‘‘Stinger’”’ and his former tag 
team partner, The Ultimate Warrior. In this issue, four experts say who they think would win 


such an encounter. 
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Ch Ok tk tke 


In each issue of Wrestling USA, “USA Update” 


will present the personal views of a wrestler 
regarding a story presented on him in this 
magazine. It is a rare opportunity to see 
another dimension of your favorite wrestlers, 
and to gain new insights into the most 
important news events in the sport 


By BRIAN PILLMAN 


[Editor’s note: An “Interview 90” 
with Brian Pillman appears on 
page 28.] 


ATELY, I'M BEING asked 
whether I’d prefer to be a tag 


team wrestler or singles wrestler. | 
guess a lot of people have recog- 
nized that Tom Zenk and | are 
coming into our own as one of 
the better teams around. But if 
they think that means I’m aban- 


doning my singles career, they're 
wrong. 

The goal of every athlete in this 
sport is to win a world champion- 
ship. I’m no exception. But at the 
moment, it isn’t a viable option. 
My good friend, Ric Flair, is the 
champion now. Ric has helped 
me a lot since | broke into the 
NWA and | don’t want to jeopar- 
dize that friendship by asking for 
a title shot. Besides, there’s the 
U.S. title, which | nearly won from 
Lex Luger on several occasions. 

I’ve heard a lot of criticism that 
I’m too small to be a champion, 
but that couldn’t be further from 
the truth. Like the old saying 
goes, it’s not the size of the dog 
in the fight, it’s the size of the 
fight in the dog. 

But right now, the tag team 
with Tom is the most important 
thing. | honestly believe we have 
a legitimate shot at winning the 
belts, though | don’t think we’re 
ready for title shots just yet. There 
are a lot of great teams ahead of 
us, but we’re getting there. 

These are pretty rough times 
right now, but Tom and | are 
ready for the challenges. Take 
The Midnight Express, for in- 
stance. Their teamwork is very im- 
pressive. But then there’s Jim 
Cornette. Like all managers, he’s 
constantly interfering in his men’s 
matches. Two on two, we’d match 
up very well against the Express, 
but Cornette makes it real difficult 
to score a clean pinfall. 

Then there are the big teams, 
like The Road Warriors and The 
Skyscrapers. Because they out- 
weigh us by about 100 pounds, 
we'll have to rely on our quick- 
ness to get us out of the tough 
spots. 

| know | can balance my two 
careers as a single and a tag 
team wrestler. Nobody told me it 
would be easy, but | didn’t expect 
it to be. | feel like the 1990s is 
going to be a great decade for 
me. O 
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ULTIMATE 
WARRIOR 


ET’S SAY STING and The Ultimate Warrior never 

started out together as part of Power Team U.S.A. 
Let’s say they never teamed as The Blade Runners under 
manager Eddie Gilbert in the UWF. Would we still asso- 
ciate one with the other? 

We think the answer is yes. No two men more seem to 
represent the future of wrestling. In fact, there’s some- 
thing futuristic about Sting and The Ultimate Warrior. 
They are what wrestling will become in the 1990s: color, 
flash, excitement! Something much larger than life! 

We're fortunate, in fact, that Gilbert’s problems with 
UWF President Bill Watts caused Sting and The Ultimate 
Warmior to part. Together, they could have dominated 
only one federation. Separately, the Warior can domi- 
nate the WWF while Sting works his magic on the NWA. 

Incredibly, however, even distance hasn’t separated 
Sting and the Warrior. The Warrior is the Intercontinental 
champion and fourth in the Top 10 ratings. Sting is the 
number-one contender to the U.S. title and is fifth in the 
Top 10. In the Most Popular ratings, the Warrior is fourth; 
Sting is fifth. In all likelihood, they will both be world 
champions some day. 


ACE OFF! 
RTN RS F. 
soos sam wrestling 90 
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But stylistically, they are very different. The Warmior is 
6’4”, 280 pounds, and possesses one of the most awe- 
somely muscled physiques in the sport. He is a wildman 
in and out of the ring, and relies on catching his over- 
matched opponents by surprise. His scientific repertoire 
is barely existent. Instead, he is true to his name: He is a 
wattior who ambushes opponents with power, brawn, 
and courage. 

Sting, at 6’2”, 260 pounds, is the proud owner of a 
magnificent aerial and scientific attack. His scorpion leg- 
lock is one of the deadliest finishing holds in the sport. 
His daring dives through the ring ropes and onto the 
arena floor have thrilled fans and terrorized opponents. 

Are there two more exciting wrestlers,in the sport? 
And doesn’t the fact that they're so different make the 
prospect of a match between the two men even more 
captivating? 

Wow! Superlatives really couldn’t describe such a 
match. So, we left it up to our panel of four well-informed 
experts to give us their analyses of what would happen if 
Sting and The Ultimate Warrior met again, this time 
“Head To Head.” 


HEAD TO HEAD 


CHRIS ADAMS 

It's been a long time—back in 1986 when 
we were all in the UWF—but I wrestled both 
of these guys and I've been following their 
careers ever since. When you really think 
about it, it’s almost impossible to follow wres- 
tling and not follow their careers, because 
they’re always in the news. These guys have 
really taken wrestling by storm. 

Back in 1986, they were both a little green 
and not really ready to take on a veteran like 
myself, although Sting gave me a much 

tougher time. I've never had too much trouble with the big, power 
guys but Sting was more intelligent than most wrestlers who've only 
been around for a year or two. I could tell right away that he had 
scouted me before going in, and that’s a sign of maturity. 

Now, it's about three or four years later and times have changed, and 
so have Warrior and Sting. I think Sting’s a little more powerful than he 
was before and he’s added 4 lot to his repertoire. The Warrior is all 
power, but I've never seen a man get more psyched up. I tell you, he 
was nothing like that when I wrestled him. 

In a match like this, you're talking about speed and skill vs. power 
and adrenaline. There’s no doubt in my mind that the Warrior would 
have to put Sting away early, or else he wouldn't have a chance. That’s 
the way it always is with these power wrestlers: If they don’t win early, 
this air of intimidation they have suddenly dissolves, and I don’t think 
he could put Sting away too quickly. 

To me, the scorpion leglock would be the difference. The Warrior's 
never seen it before and once Sting got him in position for one, 
Warrior wouldn't have a chance. There’s no substitute for a great 
finishing move, and Warrior doesn't have one. Sting does and that 
would win it for him. 

Chris Adams, an 11-year veteran, is now wrestling in the USWA. 


EDDIE GILBERT 
This is easy for me. Sting was always will- 
ing to learn and he had more patience than 
you can believe. 1 mean, I'm not a patient 
man at all, but Sting was always willing to 
listen to new ideas, Heck, I'm not going to 
say that I'm a better wrestler than he was or 
is, but he always figured that I had something 
to offer. 
| Rock—or The Ultimate Warrior, as he calls 
himself now—was never that way. That's why 
I wasn't surprised when he left. He blamed 
me for his lack of UWF title shots, and never stopped to think that he 
really wasn't ready for one. He was raw, he is raw, he'll always be raw. 
The shame of it is that he could be one of the all-time greats if he’d just 
stop being so bullheaded. 

T've seen the Warrior wrestle recently. He gets all psyched up like a 
wild man, starts beating his feet, runs into the ring, and attacks his 
opponents before the bell rings. That’s not wrestling, it's a psychotic in 
action. He was pinned by Rick Rude and that didn’t surprise me. 

Sting would never get pinned by Rude, just couldn't happen be- 
cause Sting is such a superior all-around wrestler. In my opinion, 
there’s absolutely no reason for a wrestler to be any bigger than Sting 
is, He has the perfect wrestling physique; it allows him to do anything 
he wants, and nobody—including the Warrior—could overpower him. 
You see, Sting has stamina, and when the Wantior is huffing and 
puffing, Sting wouldn't even be winded. 

Maybe I'm a bit biased. I’m very proud of my relationship with Sting, 
as a teammate, manager, and friend. I really wish that I could have had 
the chance to develop the same relationship with Rock. Yeah, he’s a 
success, and I’m happy for him. He’s just no Sting. 

Eddie Gilbert managed Sting and The Ultimate Warrior from 1985- 
86 and teamed with Sting to win the UWF tag team title in “86. 


RICK BASSMAN 
You know, this really makes me proud. 
When I first formed Power Team U.S.A. back 
in the mid-1980s, I knew that I had something 
great on my hands and this just verifies it. 
These are two of the biggest stars in the 
sport—and I discovered them. Just think! 
Of course, there was never any doubt that 
they were destined for greatness, but I'm a 
litle surprised by the way they've gone 
about business. The Warrior has changed 
quite a bit. He's more hyper than he used to 
be and far more violent. When I first started with him, 1 thought his 
energy could be hamessed, but now it appears as if that’s not the case. 

Sting, on the other hand, is just a superb all-around wrestler, a great 
star who’s only going to get better. I remember the first time I saw him. 
He was practicing dropkicks against a brick wall. Then he went to the 
swimming pool in this training center he used and started practicing 
dives off of a diving board. Man, he was spectacular! 

Since then, they've both come a long way. I'd like to think that I 
pointed them in the right direction, and that’s probably true, but it just 
shows how determined they were to succeed. People say the Warrior 
is all power and no skill, but I've seen him do some pretty impressive 
things in the ring. As for Sting, he’s pretty powerful himself, although 
everybody talks about his wrestling ability. 

A match between the two would be really amazing, and I’m sure it 
would sell out any football stadium in the country. If they didn't put a 
time limit on it, it would go on for a long time, and neither man would 
ever give in. Well, I’m going to take the easy way out on this one. After 
about two hours, they’d just have to throw in the towel and call it a 
draw. 

Rick Bassman first managed Sting and The Ultimate Warrior under 
the Power Team U.S.A. banner in the mid-1980s, 


DON MURACO 
The Ultimate Wamior is one of the most 
awesome individuals I've ever seen, and you 
can say what you want, but when you're that 
big and have so much determination, you 
really don't have to do much to win. Putting it 
another way, the only way to beat the War- 
rior is the way Rick Rude beat him for the 
Intercontinental title: cheat, and if that doesn’t 
work, cheat again! 
Of course, it really isn’t fair for me to make 
a judgment on Sting because I've never 
wrestled with him or against him and I haven't spoken to anybody that 
has, I have, however, watched him wrestle and I'm impressed. First of 
all, they say the Warrior is crazy, but anybody who dives out onto the 
arena floor, like Sting does, isn’t exactly playing with a full deck! That's 
not exactly my idea of a low-risk maneuver. 

Now, this may surprise a lot of people, especially since I teamed 
with the Warrior back when he first came to the WWF, but Sting is 
more my type of wrestler. I've always thought of myself as a big man 
who knew how to wrestle, and I think that was my reputation. The 
Warrior, let's fact it, doesn’t rely too much on moves. In fact, if you 
threw him into a match under strict amateur mules, he’d get whipped. 

But this isn't amateur wrestling. This is professional wrestling, no 
holds barred, do whatever you need to win, and the Warrior does that. 
From what I've seen of Sting, he seems to do all his big moves early in 
the match and then settle down. It's not that he’s tired, it’s just that he 
sometimes doesn't put an opponent away early and doesn't know what 
to do. 

That's why I think this match would be over in a flash. Somebody 
would get the job done right away. I'll go with the Wamzior. 

Former WWF Intercontinental champion Don Muraco is currently 
wrestling in Hawaii and for several independent federations. 


Every issue, Wrestling Superstars examine a different hold or maneuver, 
analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by allowing the wrestler who 
uses it to explain it in his own words. These are potentially dangerous and 
crippling moves and should be left to the pro rings—don’t try these at home! 


THE SCORPION LEGLOCK 


By Sting 
INALLY, YOUR WAIT is over, kiddies. I’ve got a 
tiger by the tail, it’s plain to see. I’ve got the 
hottest finishing maneuver anywhere in the wrestling 
world today, and it was invented by yours truly. Every- 
where | go, all people want to ask me about is the 
scorpion leglock. 

Makes sense to me. After all, this is the maneuver 
that’s made me one of the biggest stars anywhere, | 
don’t mind saying. The funny part is that actually | 
didn’t intend for this to be my finishing maneuver at 
all. | was counting on my “Stinger splash” to have that 
distinction, but | found out that using both maneuvers 
in tandem is enough to send even the biggest, mean- 
est brawlers back to the dressing room, cryin’ like little 
babies, baby. 

As | mentioned before, | usually use the splash and 
the scorpion together. That’s an important factor to 
remember before applying the leglock—wear your op- 
ponent down. He's got to be half out of it before he'll 
allow you to lift his legs off the canvas. If he’s still got 
his wits about him, he’s likely to kick you in the butt. 
That's why you've got get him while he’s dazed, and 
the splash is good for that because it takes the guy's 
breath right out of him. 

Now, take a good look at the picture at the right. 
Note the simplicity of this hold. At first it looks like I’m 
putting a stepover toehold on, but then | swing com- 
pletely around so | can grab the dude’s other leg. 
Once | cross them both, | lean back, forcing my 
weight toward my opponent's lower back. His left leg 
is crushed by my thigh. His right leg is mashed by his 
own right leg. And his back feels like holy hell. 

A lot of people are starting to use leglocks that 
resemble this one, but | guarantee that this is the 
greatest ever invented. It’s gonna lead me to the NWA 
World title one day. Owwww! O 


Sting’s scorpion leglock causes the back 
strain of a Boston crab and the leg pain of 
a figure-four leglock. 


MATT | 
BROCK’S | 


LOOKING 
BACK 


FEBRUARY 1963 
JOHNNY VALENTINE vs. BUDDY ROGERS 


Johnny Valentine shakes his fist at Buddy Rogers. This memorable 1963 Chicago match 
took place a month after Rogers lost the NWA World title to Lou Thesz. Matt Brock recalls 
the combatants didn’t care about titles; they only wanted to hurt each other. 
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HERE MUST BE something in 

the Valentine bloodline that 
makes the members of that family get 
into feuds that seem to last forever. 
I’ve been keeping tabs lately on the 
Greg Valentine-Ron Garvin matches. 
It’s been going on for months, and it 
brings a distinct feeling of deja vu to 
my soul. I close my eyes, and suddenly 
I’m transported back 27 years, when it 
was Johnny Valentine battling Buddy 
Rogers. 

The similarities among these four 
men are startling. First of all, Johnny 
and Greg are father and son, and their 
wrestling styles are so close that when 
you’ve seen one, you’ve seen the other. 
Both use a figure-four leglock as a fin- 
ishing maneuver. Both use ‘‘the ham- 
mer,’’ otherwise known as a very ef- 
fective elbowsmash, to pound their 
opponents. Most importantly, they 
have a couple of the hottest tempers 
I’ve ever seen. 

Then there’s the Ron Garvin-Buddy 
Rogers parallel. Both are former NWA 
World champions, and both have 
swung back and forth between being 
rulebreakers and fan favorites. They 


aren’t pretty in their grappling style, 
although both are ruggedly handsome. 
Neither of these guys ever backed 
down from an enemy during their 
careers. 


Valentine armlocks Rogers (above) and 
clobbers him with an elbowsmash to the 
back of the neck (right). Valentine wrestled 
with the intensity that characterizes the ca- 
reer of his son, Greg. 


Which brings me to a problem I’ve 
been having. I’m getting up there in 
years, and it’s never showed more than 
it has lately. People ask me how the 
Garvin-Valentine war is progressing, 
and | tell them, ‘‘Johnny was winning 
it, but Ronnie’s got the upper hand 
lately.”” See the problem? I’m starting 
to call Greg by his father’s name! I 
can’t tell if it’s old age or simply the 
lack of meat proteins in my system, 
since I’m still being instructed to watch 
my diet. I’m losing weight, but I think 
I’m losing what’s left of my mind, too. 

In any event, the Garvin-Valentine 
feud keeps bringing me back to John- 
ny against the original ‘‘Nature Boy” 
in front of more than 31,000 screaming 
fans at the Chicago Amphitheater back 
in ’63. These two had many fantastic 
matches for Rogers’ NWA World title, 
but Rogers had lost the championship 
a month earlier to Lou Thesz. When 
this match was held, Valentine wasn’t 
going after a belt. He was simply try- 
ing to cripple Rogers. 

“T felt like killing him,’’ Valentine 


said after the match’to reporters, one 
of whom was yours truly. ‘‘Through 
most of the bout I really felt like kill- 
ing him. I cursed him and threatened 
him and he got down on his knees and 
begged.’’ 

This sounded like a wrestler who 
was bragging about something that 
really didn’t happen, but in this case 
it’s a stone fact. Valentine had the 


Rogers forces Valentine to cover up in the 
comer (below). The match was declared a 
draw when both competitors were unable to 
continue. 


great Rogers at his mercy throughout 
much of this match. But the strangest 
thing about it was that there really 
wasn’t any clue that it might get so 
violent. Both men had wrestled each 
other twice before in Chi-Town, with 
Valentine losing the first time by dis- 
qualification, and the second one going 
to a draw. 


The third time, however, was the 
trick. The old Valentine temper was 
about to explode once again. Rogers 
walked into the ring slowly, forcing 
Valentine to wait to get started. Then 
Rogers started his famous strut and 
wasted another five minutes. That was 
all Valentine needed. He ran across the 
ring and spit right in Buddy’s face. 

The war was on. 


It started out as a classic scientific 
match, but then disintegrated into the 
kind of bloody brawl that was rare in 
those days. Valentine began battering 
Rogers on the head with his ‘‘ham- 


” 


mer,”’ opening some huge gashes on 
his forehead. After minutes of being 
struck in the face, Rogers somehow 
battled back. He broke open Valen- 
tine’s forehead with his teeth, and then 
followed that questionable tactic with a 
series of kicks and punches. Both men 
were reduced to bloody masses. 

The end of the match will go down 
as one of the strangest I ever saw. 
Rogers was lying helpless on one side 
of the ring while Valentine did the 
same on the other. The referee—I 
don’t remember his name—didn’t even 
count to 10. He just threw up his 


hands, called for the bell, and 
screamed, ‘‘Draw!’? And that was 
that. 


In the years that followed, Valentine 
and Rogers kept it up, engaging in 
more brilliant, action-packed matches 
than I could count. I have to wonder 
if Greg Valentine won’t do the same 
with Garvin. O 

13 


OMETHING PRETTY AMAZING happened to me a few weeks ago. | met Killer 
Kowalski. 

Since joing the staff of The Wrestler about two years ago, I’ve met hundreds of 
professional wrestlers. I’ve interviewed world champions, preliminary wrestlers, and 
all kinds of men in between. But the feeling | had when | first saw this legend was of 
a kind | had never experienced before or since. Frankly, | 
was scared to death! 

You see, | was a small boy in the mid-’60s when | saw 
my first professional wrestling match on television, and 
one of the participants in that bout was Kowalski. This 
6’6” giant was one of the most sadistic men in the history 
of the sport. | remember my father telling me how Kowal- 
ski had ripped off Yukon Eric’s ear with a kneedrop during 
the ’50s. 

Ripped off his ear? | begged my father to turn off the 
TV set. Kowalski was choking his opponent against the 
ropes, and | was afraid he’d go for his ear any minute. | felt sick to my stomach. 

Years later, Kowalski is still the man against whom | measure all other rulebreak- 
ers. Very few wrestlers today, even the worst of them, come close to striking the 
kind of fear in my heart Kowalski once did. 

So | couldn’t believe my eyes when | strolled into the locker room at an indepen- 
dent card in Brooklyn, New York. Senior Editor Bill Apter, who seems to know ev- 
erybody, introduced me to a host of top stars. By the time we got to the back of the 
room, however, | felt my knees starting to knock together like castanets. 

“Hey, Bob,” yelled Bill, waving me over. “Come and meet Killer Kowalski.” 

Kowalski! The man whose evil grin and menacing visage used to keep me awake 
at night. The same guy who wore a loaded mask to headbutt his opponents into 
submission in the early *70s. Here | was, 31 years old and an established journalist, 
but | felt like | was six again. | was still scared to death. 

“How you doin’, Bob,” said Kowalski, extending a huge right hand with a smile. 
Sheepishly, | reached out and shook it. Those hands. Huge, bony fingers that used 
to dig clawholds into the stomach muscles of his helpless opponents. Now well into 
his 60s, the Polish legend still has an amazing grip. 

He’s an amazing man, too. Long retired, Kowalski is a fine photographer. He has 
had exhibitions in many Boston-area art galleries and even took a portrait shot of 
Marvelous Marvin Hagler for the cover of our sister boxing publication KO Maga- 
zine, back in 1981. The Killer also operates a wrestling school in the Boston area. 
He’s trained many of today’s top stars, including Misty Blue Simmes and John 
Studd. And he still has a keen knowledge of what’s going on in the sport today. 

“Yes, | still enjoy wrestling very much,” said Kowalski, who’s been on The Wres- 
tler’s “X-Ray” panel for the past five years. ‘I need to know what's going on in all 
the major federations so that my students know exactly what to expect when they 
make it to the pros. | also need to keep up so that the ‘X-Ray’ submissions are accu- 
rate and up-to-date. | regard myself as somewhat of an expert, don’t you know.” 

Kowalski said he admired many of today’s top stars—mainly rulebreakers—but 
admitted that the sport has changed much during the past two decades. 

“It’s not quite as brutal as it used to be,” said Kowalski wistfully. ‘Back in my 
day, there were more men who wanted to cripple and maim. But today, the federa- 
tions would never allow it. Officials are more likely to render fines or suspensions 
these days.”’ 

Thankfully, Kowalski proved to be articulate and classy, not at all like the monster 
| so fearfully remembered. | thanked him for his time, but admitted that | had huge 
reservations about speaking with him. 

“That’s all right,’ Kowalski laughed. ‘Everybody else is pretty fearful, too. Guess 
| did my job pretty well, didn’t 1?” 


Killer Kowalski 
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ILLUSTRATED 


COLLECTORS’ EXTRAVAGANZA! 


No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWI are more coveted by collectors than the very 


THE BIG ONES 

Each of these spectacular year-end is- 
sues is 100 pages in length—packed with 
full-colorl—with full details of the 
“Achievement Awards” for the year just 
ended. Plus, you get special features like 
the “PWINDEX,” the “Year In Review,” 
“Unofficial Official Awards,” ‘‘Predic- 
tions,” and more. AVAILABLE: March 
1987 (1986 in review), March 1988 (1987 
in review), March 1989 (1988 in review), 
March 1990 (1989 in review). 
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Make check or money order payable and mail to: 


| T.Vv. SPORTS 


special issues you see here! 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PWI. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
pages of full color! Features include: The 
10 Most Influential Wrestlers of the PWI 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PWI Years, “Unofficial Official Awards” of 
the PWI Years, Behind The Scenes at 
PWi, and much more! September 1989: 
Sensational 10th anniversary issue! Eigh- 
teen pages of full color! Features include: 
Special Analysis: 12 Who Made A Differ- 
ence, 10th Anniversary Book of Lists, 
PWiI Superstats, a look back to our first 
issue, and much more! 


SUPERCARDS 
The PWI “SuperCards” editions set new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
pages, special 12-page color sections, the 
popular ‘“‘Book of Lists,” and in-depth 
analyses highlight these magnificent vol- 
umes. AVAILABLE: September 1986: 
WrestleMania ll, Crockett Cup |, Parade 
Of Champions Ill, WrestleRock ‘86. Sep- 
tember 1987: WrestleMania Ill, Crockett 
Cup Il, UWF Superblast, Parade Of 


Champions IV. September 1988: Wres- 
tleMania IV, Crockett Cup Ill, AWA Rage 
in the Cage, Clash of the Champions. 
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| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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MANAGER'S FORUM 
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Reprinted from Spring 1 


“BOOM IS ONLY THE 
BEGINNING OF MY PLAN” 


HEN THE EDITORS of Wres- 
tlng 90 approached me to 
wiite this “Manager's Forum” col- 
umn, I laughed. “What?” I asked. 
“You expect me to break my beauti- 
fully manicured fingernails on a type- 
writer so you can fill up your worth- 
less magazines?” Then they told me 
that using pen and paper was fine, 
and I told them that my method of |@ 
writing involved a secretary. A male (A 
secretary. Dj 

So, just in case there are any typo- 
graphical errors in this, don’t blame / 
me. Blame it on Rex. Can I help it if 
he spent the entire time trying to 
come on to me? I would’ve whipped 
him with my cat-o’-ninetails if he 
wasn’t such a cutie, but that’s another 
story. 

Now let’s get down to business, 
shall we? Isn’t is deliciously appro- 
priate that I am the first manager to appear in this space 
in this decade? I am the Woman of the ’90s, and before 
long, I will have assembled a wrestling empire unlike 
any the NWA has ever seen. Doom is only the beginning 
of my plan for total domination. That little darling Rick 
Steiner has no idea what he started. 

Started, you ask? How did Rick Steiner start everything 
when from the very beginning I had everything planned 
out? Because I had great plans for Rick and Scott. I knew 
that if they simply tossed aside that no-good twit Missy 
Hyatt, a woman with nary a fraction of my beauty, I could 
lead them to greatness. But it didn’t take me long to 
realize that Rick and Scott only had one thing in mind, 
and that was going by the book. That path can only lead 
to disaster. The path they followed led to Doom. 

Besides, and let’s face it, what kind of man leaves a 
woman like me waiting? Rick needed to be taught at 
least one lesson, that it is the woman that makes the man 
wait, that the man is the privileged one, especially in a 
relationship with me, and I am not the kind of woman 
who sits by the phone waiting for her man to call. He 
sent down his brother, which was the best move he 
made because it kept him from getting what was meant 
for him. 

Imagine! Rick Steiner actually planned to ask me to 
marry him! Just the thought makes me want to collapse in 
laughter! The woman for him is named Robin Green, and 
she doesn’t exist in my world. That girl was a combina- 


Woman says she'll destroy the Steiners and rule the 
NWA with her team of Doom. 


tion of everything that I pity in some 
women, the kind of women who 
®. come out to the matches and root for 

. the Steiners. My bait was flawless. 

§ =§=So what happens now? Now there 
are two teams with a problem—those 
awful Steiner brothers and their 
friends, The Road Warriors. They 
have already learned that when they 
deal with Doom, they must deal with 
me, too? Did I stick an object in 
Doom’s mask? I will not answer that 
question. Nor will I deny that I did. I 
state probably, in fact, that I did ev- 
erything in my power to assure vic- 
tory. And believe me, my power is 
greater than you think. 

I have a power over men that only 
the most beautiful and sensual wom- 
en can have, but when they get too 
close to me, they realize to their hor- 
ror that I am more intelligent than 
them, too, that I can outthink them at every tum and 
make them feel inferior. I'll never forget the look on the 
faces of Jim Ross and Steiner when they came to my 
door that day. It was the look of men who suddenly find 
themselves helpless, who have never had to deal with 
the concept of a woman in total control of a situation. 

Ross is no fool and I suspect he smelled trouble right 
away. His prophecy, of course, has been fulfilled, and it's 
only going to get worse for those idiots out there who 
see a woman and think they can take advantage of a 
situation. I am Woman! Hear me roar! And get out of my 
way, you lowly pigs! 

I just love to hear the bleeding hearts who ask me how 
I could have done what I did to poor, little, loveable 
Rick, how I could have taken his heart in my hands and 
squeezed all the life out of it. Well, I'll tell you: I did it 
because it was the fastest way to the top, and because he 
was there. 

My future has been assured, and now that I have The 
Skyscrapers on my side, I will do for the NWA what 
Sunshine, Precious, Hyatt, and all the other women 
couldn’t do. They didn’t have a morsel of my talent, 
beauty, and intelligence. They were a disgrace to wom- 
en everywhere. Now everyone is going to see how a real 
woman manages. They will see what happens when a 
real woman takes control of a situation. Doom—NWA 
World tag team champions. Fits better than a diamond 
ning. Oo 


SLANT-EYED 
SLAUGHTER 
Nearly 70 minutes of 
the best action Japan 
has to offer. Japanese 
women wrestlers are 
among the most agile 
athletes in the world, 
and you won't believe 
the high-flying action 
you'll see! Included: Wendi Richter & Devil 
Masami vs. Jumbo Hori & Okumura, Nancy 
Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama, Monster Ripper & 
Devil Masami vs. Jumbo Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara, Jaguar Yokota vs. Tarantula, 
Lioness Asuka vs. Chigusa Nagoyo. 
List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 


) PRO WRESTLING 
~ ILLUSTRATED’S 
__ RINGMASTERS 
| A full hour of action 
| from the 1985's 

_ memorable Great 
American Bash in 
Charlotte, North 

\ wee Carolina. Match 

= __ highlights include: 
NWA World champion Ric Flair vs. Nikita 
Koloff, The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff and 
Krusher Khrushchev, Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully 
Blanchard in a cage, Magnum T.A, vs. Kamala, 
and many others! Recorded in full stereo 
sound! 
List price: $59.95 PWI Library price: $39.95 


PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED’S LORDS 
OF THE RING 
_ The first wrestling 
videotape ever is a 
_ power-packed hour of 
action and excitement. 
Highlights include: 
Kerry Von Erich’s NWA 
World title victory over 
Ric Flair, the Roddy Piper-Greg Valentine 
Starrcade '83 dog collar match, Road Warriors 
vs. Fabulous Ones, comedian Andy Kaufman 
taking on Jerry Lawler, and George 
Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV hit ‘Willie 
And The Hand Jive!’ Recorded in stereo! 
List price: $59.95 PWI Library price: $39.95 


™ THE VON ERICHS: 
FRONT ROW 
 RINGSIDE 


RIOT OF THE RISING VON ERICH FAN 
SUN 


Direct from Japan to 


you! The exciting 
’ companion volume to 
» Slant-Eyed Slaughter is 
ey another 70 minutes of 
top-quality action. 
Included: Yukari 
Omori & Jumbo Hori 


- is fully profiled on this 


- collectors’ video. 


Texas’ “First Family of 
Professional Wrestling” 


magnificent 70-minute 


Included: Fritz Von 
Erich’s 1982 retirement 


i VON ERICH IS val Van Erichs: A 


Family Albumis a 
magnificent 128-page 
8%2x11 hardcover 
volume packed with 
rare photos and inside 
information. Over 100 
black and white photos 


(many from personal Von Erich family 
scrapbooks and never before seen!) and 32 
pages of full-color tell the Von Erich family 
story in stunning detail. It’s a book you'll be 
proud to display on your bookshelf for many 


match, Kevin Von Erich vs. Terry Gordy, David 
Von Erich vs. Harley Race, Kerry Von Erich’s 
NWA World title victory over Ric Flair, Mike 
Von Erich’s 1983 pro debut, rare footage of 
Chris Von Erich, six-man action, plus much, 
Japanese wrestling. much more! years to come. 

List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 List price: $49.95 PWI Library price: $29.95 PWI Library price: $13.95 


vs. The Jumping Bomb Angels, Masked You & 
Dump Matsumoto vs. The Crush Girls, Jaguar 
Yokota vs. Las Galactia, Jaguar Yokota vs. 
Devil Masami. An absolute must for U.S. fans 
who have never experienced the thrills of 


N N TOTAL 
| Make check or money order payable and send to: DEEN Ce BM cg l 
Lords Of The Ring (VHS) L) (Beta) $39.95 
| TV SPORTS Ringmasters [) (VHS) -) (Beta) Se i 
BOX 48 Slant-Eyed Slaughter (VHS) == = ,1§2995 | 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Riot Of The Rising Sun (VHS) —— TRS. 
{ , Von Erichs: Front Row Ringside (VHS) $29.95 | 
| Von Erichs: A Family Album (book) 91355) 
| NAME POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($3.00 PER ITEM) | 
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i 
} cv OCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) | 
i TEIMISAG YR (ae | 
STATE ZIP | 
| For all orders except U.S., you must add $3.50 for each tape ordered and $4.50 iMasterlard. #2 1 > Seo ~  eee  eeeS S S S 
| for each book, Int'l money order only. Sorry, no air mail orders accepted. Please l 


allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please make sure your videotape Expiration Date: | 
l system is NTSC compatible. MONK 
= 


— a ee ee oe ote fee ys ces ces ms ess ce ss se ee es ee es ee es ees ee ee 


ERRY LAWLER IS my friend. 

That is, I thought he was my 
friend—up until about two days ago. 
That’s what makes his recent change 
of attitude so difficult to comprehend. 

‘‘Who’s side are you on, Apter?” 
Lawler barked into the telephone 
receiver. 

Sides? Who was talking about sides? 
I reminded Lawler that I’m a profes- 
sional journalist and, while my deepest 
respect has always been for the wres- 
tlers that follow the rules and protect 
the integrity of the game, my job is to 
be impartial and consider all sides of a 
situation. 

“Journalistic double-talk, buddy. 
Try again,’’ Lawler responded. 

I reminded Lawler that he was al- 
ways one of the wrestlers who followed 
the rules and protected the integrity of 
the game. Then, a while back, he start- 
ed playing with the rules down in Tex- 
as. That earned him plenty of enemies, 
but only in the World Class/USWA 
area. Now, suddenly and quite remark- 
ably, things have changed in Memphis, 
too. 

Boo! shouted the fans in Memphis’ 
Mid-South Coliseum when Lawler 
made his way from the dressing room 
to the ring for a match against Bill 
Dundee. I was watching this match on 
videotape and couldn’t believe my ears. 

“Tt’s not my fault,’’ Lawler protest- 
ed, ‘‘these fans gotta root for who 
they want, and there’s nothing I can 
do about it.” 

“Jerry, let me call you back in a 
minute,”’ I said. It was, indeed, possi- 
ble that I had reached the wrong num- 
ber and was talking to a Lawler im- 
poster. But that was not the case. 

‘Yeah, whaddya want, Apter? 
Come on, you’re wasting my time,” 
18 


—_— 


For years, Jerry ‘“‘The King” Lawler was beloved in his native city of Memphis, but recently 
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fans there have been disappointed by his actions. Lawler says he’s not worried about his 


dip in popularity. 


roared the unmistakable voice of Jerry 
“The King.” ‘‘You want explanations, 
I'll give you explanations. [Dutch] 
Mantel interfered in my matches. He 
claimed that he was doing me a favor, 
but he caused me to lose some pretty 
important decisions. How do you think 
these fans would like it if The 
Soultaker was champion right now? 
Well, that’s what almost happened, 
and it would’ve been Mantel’s fault.’ 


“You're getting booed by your own 
people,”’ I pointed out. 

“And Ronald Reagan’s popularity 
once dropped below 50 percent. And 
Elvis Presley put out a few clinkers. 
Look, Apter, even the Dallas Cowboys 
can’t buy a win anymore,” Lawler 
said. ‘‘Everybody goes through their 
ups and downs. They don’t cheer me 
anymore? Big deal! Cut me some 


(Continued on page 76) 
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BASH ’88 BASH ’89 
The Price For Freedom The Glory Days 
Controversy reigned supreme Revenge was the theme of 
during the annual summer the 1989 Bash as NWA 


Sting. 


$39.95/126 Min./Tumer 


Home Entertainment 


Turn back the calen- 
dar to the 50s and 
‘60s and relive those 
legendary matches of 
yesteryear. See all- 
time wrestling greats 
Gorgeous George, 
Antonino Rocca, Hans 
Schmidt, The Fabu- 
lous Kangaroos, and 
more. 

$19.95/60 Min. 
B&W/Video Late 
Show 
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Bash tour as Ric Flair and 
Lex Luger went at it in Balti- 
more. Also: Rhodes vs. Wind- 
ham for U.S. title; triple-cage 
“Tower of Doom”’ featuring 
Russian Assassin |, lvan Ko- 
loff, Perez, Rotundo, & Sulli- 
van vs. Road Warriors, Gar- 
vins, & Williams; Fantastics 
vs. Midnights; Blanchard & 
Anderson vs. Nikita Koloff & 
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champ Ric Flair came back 


former champ Terry Funk, 
and U.S. champ Lex Luger 
battled Rick Steamboat. 
Also: Sting vs. Muta; War 


to a battle of fists as Paul E. 
Dangerously rumbles with 
Jim Cornette; plus much 
more. 

39.95/120 Min./Turner 
Home Entertainment 


More sensational ac- 
tion from the forma- 
tive glory years of the 
sport. Rare and sel- 
dom-seen footage in- 
cludes legendary stars 


from a broken neck to wrestle 


Games; a battle of wits turns 
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Music City Showdown 
Ric Flair's courageous effort 
in regaining the NWA belt 
from Rick Steamboat on May 
7, 1989, in Nashville was 
voted Match of the Year— 
some called it the Match of 
the Decade! Also on this 
memorable card, Lex Luger 
battles Michael Hayes; Road 
Warriors clash with Mike Ro- 
tundo & Steve Williams; and 
more. 

$39.95/125 Min./Tumer 
Home Entertainment 


#6 MONSTERS 
OF THE MAT 


Volume 7 

Hosted by Sgt. 
Slaughter, mat fans 
will experience action 
like never before! Get 
your ringside seat for 
all the spills and 
thrills as Ted DiBiase 


Bobo Brazil, Th ; takes on Magnum 
Sheik an fatty Ke mapee, = «T-A.; The Sheepherd- 
tala ers & Jack Victory 
$19.95/60 Min TSE ESTAGES meet The Fantastics 
BE&W/Video Late & Terry Taylor; and 
Show Brett Sawyer battles 
Gustavo Mendoza. 
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Thanksgiving 
Day in Windy 
City history! 
CAGE MATCH 
THRILLERS: Ric 
Flair challenges 
NWA champ 
Ronnie Garvin; 
Dusty Rhodes takes on U.S. 
champ Lex Luger. PLUS: Road 
Warriors vs. Blanchard & Ander- 
son; Koloff vs. Taylor; Rock 'n' 
Rolls vs. Midnights on a scaffold; 
Williams vs. Windham; Garvin, 
Hayes, & Sting vs. Gilbert, Zbys- 
zko, & Steiner. 

$39.95/126 Min./Turner 

Home Entertainment 


#8 STARRCADE ’86 


The Sky-Walkers 

So big it had to be held in two lo- 
cations—The Omni in Atlanta 
and the Greensboro Coliseum in 
North Carolina. Highlights in- 
clude: NWA champ Ric Flair vs. 
Nikita Koloff; Road Warriors vs. 
Midnights on a scaffold; ‘First 
Blood’’ match—Rhodes vs. Blan- 
chard; Ron Garvin vs. Big 
(Bossman) Bubba; Rock 'n’ Rolls 
vs. Andersons in cage; Jones vs. 
Valiant—hair vs. hair. 
$39.95/90 Min./Turner 

Home Entertainment 


#9 STARRCADE ’88 
True Gritt 


The sixth annual Starrcade event, 
the first under the Ted Turner 
banner, thrilled a sellout crowd at 
The Scope in Virginia. Featured: 
Lex Luger's challenge of Ric 
Flair; Road Warriors vs, Sting & 
Rhodes; Windham vs. Bigelow; 
Rotundo vs. Rick Steiner; Mid- 
nights vs. Midnights; and more. 
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OR A FEW moments, it was be- 

ginning to look as if the decade- 
long Von Erich dynasty in Texas was 
about to come to an end. After all, 
Kevin Von Erich had seriously cut 
back on his wrestling schedule, and 
younger brother Kerry hadn’t held a 
major title in several months. And 
with Eric Embry’s burgeoning popular- 
ity, many were afraid the ‘‘Modern- 
Day Warrior’ could get lost among 
the USWA stars. 

But the lowest point for Kerry had 
to have come on August 25 in Dallas, 
where the biggest upsets of the year 
occurred. One of Gen. Skandor Ak- 
bar’s new proteges, a huge Mongolian 
by the name of Taras Bulba, succeeded 
in doing what few men have done to 
Kerry during his career—he cleanly 
pinned Kerry’s shoulders to the mat in 
the middle of the ring. Unbeknownst 
to Von Erich, Bulba was a master of 
the clawhold, the same hold that Kerry 
has used to score hundreds of victories. 

Those who were sure that Von Erich 
was no longer the same man who once 
dominated World Class and the 
USWA were dead wrong, however. 
After the upset loss to Bulba, Von 
Erich took stock of himself and vowed 
that he would never lose another bout. 
He dominated Bulba in a series of re- 
matches. He teamed with Eric Embry 
to score several victories over members 
of Akbar’s army, And, most impor- 
tantly, he soon became a champion 
again. 

When Von Erich returned to the 
Dallas Sportatorium on October 20 to 
face the huge 6’9’’, 320-pound Punish- 
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Kerry Von Erich and Taras Bulba grow weary as they battle ferociously outside the ring. 
Kerry has successfully avenged the upset he suffered at Bulba’s hands. 


er, Akbar was certain there would be 
no way Kerry would win. But Von 
Erich took the measure of the masked 
newcomer in a_ grueling half-hour 
match, pinning Punisher to win the 
Texas title. The next day in Mesquite, 
Texas, Kerry not only beat Bulba in a 
steel cage match, but he won a demoli- 
tion derby that was held after the 
matches. 

Has Von Erich ever looked better 


than he has in recent weeks? That’s the 
question USWA fans are now asking. 
But Kerry won’t be happy until he 
regains the one belt that means more 
to him than any other in the sport: the 
USWA championship currently held by 
Jerry Lawler. Associate Editor Bob 
Smith ventured to Denton, Texas, to 
speak with the “Modern-Day War- 
rior” as he relaxed at his spacious 
home. 
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: Kerry, thanks for inviting me down 


to the ranch. This has got to be 
one of the loveliest homesteads I’ve 
ever seen. 


: It’s really something, isn’t it? I'll 


tell you, coming back to the peace 
and quiet of the ranch here is just 
what I need sometimes. I find my- 
self coming here a lot lately. 


: Do you miss your folks that much? 
: Sure, but that’s really only part of 


the reason. With the way things 
have been going in the USWA late- 
ly, I need all the comfort and sup- 
port I can get. I don’t think I’ve 
ever lived through a period where 
more wild stuff was going on. 
First, I’m starting to wonder if Ak- 
bar is ever gonna get the message 
and get the heck out of Texas. 
Plus, I’m still kind of getting used 
to the fact that World Class is no 
more. I’m glad that Embry and 
Percy Pringle worked so hard to 
get the federation out of the hands 
of Akbar and Tojo Yamamoto, 
but there’s no doubt that things 
have changed a whole lot around 
here lately. 


: Do you attribute the federation’s 


shift in ownership to the mini- 
slump you seemed to be in during 
the summer? 


: Huh? What slump was that? 
: Well, Kerry, almost no one expect- 


ed you to lose a match to Taras 
Bulba, of all people. 


: Hey, nobody was more surprised 


than I was (laughs). But I won’t 
make any excuses for Bulba beat- 
ing me. You know, even the great- 
est athletes can have an off night. 
Even baseball hall-of-famers. I 
mean, Willie Mays went 0-for-5 
many times during his career, and 
great quarterbacks like Johnny 
Unitas went for entire games with- 
out throwing even a single touch- 
down pass. That’s the kind of 
night I had against Bulba. I felt 
good, and I wasn’t sick or any- 
thing like that. But I have to admit 
that there was no way I was ex- 
pecting that fat slob to come up 
with a clawhold. When he clamped 
it on my head, it took me totally 


Nome 


Many people were beginning to think that Kerry's career was coming to an end, but the 
“Modern-Day Warrior” proved his detractors wrong when he came from behind to score a 
victory over The Punisher for the USWA Texas title. 


A: 


by surprise. That's the biggest rea- 
son why I lost that match. 


: You’ve been a different man since 


that night, though. You haven’t 
even come close to losing another 
match, and now you’re the Texas 
champion. 

Well, I have to admit that back in 
August I was a little bit confused 
about things. Was I wrestling in 
World Class or the USWA? 
Should I concern myself with the 
Texas belt or Lawler’s belt? Or 
should I have teamed with Eric 
Embry and tried to win the tag 
team title? I had a heck of a lot on 


my mind. But when I lost that 
match to Bulba, it woke me up 
like a hard slap in the face. What 
did I have to be confused about? I 
still had my fans, after all. As al- 
ways, they’re the most important 
thing in my career, and I was ig- 
noring them. They’ve always want- 
ed me to be a champion. And 
now, I’ve won this Texas belt just 
for them. It’s a fantastic feeling. 


Q: Will the Texas title be enough for 


you, though? Jerry Lawler is still 
wearing the USWA belt that he 
won from you at SuperClash III 
last December. 
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A: I know that, and it hurts me a lot. 
At one point in my life, I was 
convinced that Lawler was one of 
wrestling’s most honorable men. I 
even tagged up with him on several 
occasions. But after I wrestled him 


ay 


Von Erich feels he is primed to win the 
USWA heavyweight title from his nemesis, 
Jerry Lawler (above). Kevin Von Erich 
comes to the aid of his younger brother, 
who has been handcuffed to the ropes by 
The Blackbirds (below). 


: Oh, 


a couple of times, I realized that 
this was a man who would maim 
anybody in order to further his ca- 
reer. And that’s how he won the 
belt from me in the first place, by 
busting me open with a foreign ob- 
ject. That’s no way for a champion 
to conduct himself. And right now, 
I'll promise every one of my fans 
that [ll get that belt back from 
him. I won’t be able to rest easy at 
night with a man like Lawler repre- 
senting the USWA as champion. 


: Do you think Lawler has been 


avoiding you? He hasn’t given you 
a title match in months. 

there’s no doubt that he 
doesn’t want to have anything to 
do with me anymore. The last time 
I wrestled him in the Sportatorium, 
I just about beat him to a pulp, 
and when I was through with him 
the fans wanted to lynch him. The 
pig actually brought a spoon into 
the ring. A metal soup spoon! But 
I also have to keep in mind that 
Lawler is a great wrestler as well. 
When I get my next shots against 
him, I'll have to work my tail off 
to beat him. He’s totally evil, but 
he’s also tough as leather. 


Q: You certainly appear to have your 
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work cut out for you just defend- 
ing the Texas belt, too. Akbar’s 
Devastation Inc. has never been 
stronger, with Bulba, Gary Young, 
Punisher, and even Billy Travis, of 
all people. 


: Yeah, can you believe that? Travis 


was a friend to all of us here in 
Texas, or so I thought. Then he 
went and turned against Eric Em- 
bry, and helped Akbar throw am- 
monia or something into his eyes. 
Eric still hasn’t gotten the sight 
back in his right eye yet, and it’s a 
crying shame. 


: You know, it’s really amazing to 


hear you talk this way. After all, 
about a year ago you and Eric 
were among the most hated rivals 
in World Class. 


: Well, time heals all wounds. And 


now Eric has proven that he’s a 
man to be trusted. One of my fa- 
vorite matches of the past few 
months was when me and Embry 
teamed up to beat Punisher and 
Bulba back in September—until 
Akbar blinded Eric, that is. So in a 
way, I feel responsible for Eric’s 
injury. And you can bet that I 
won't rest until Akbar and all his 
goons pay for what they’ve done. 


: This next question is one I’m sure 


that you hear all the time. . . 
You’re going to ask me about 
Kevin, aren’t you? 


: I guess you’re getting used to it by 


now (laughs). 


: Yeah, but I always like to talk 


about Kev, because we're still very 
close. We get a lot of mail here at 
the house inquiring about Kevin’s 
health problems, so I don’t mind 
telling the public what’s goin’ on. 
Kev spent a lot of this year battling 
post-concussion syndrome, which 
caused him some really severe 
headaches. But since he spent a lot 
of time away from the ring, he 
also discovered there were other 
things in life besides wrestling. He’s 
gotten really close to his family, 
and he has some profitable busi- 
ness ventures going, too. But that 
doesn’t mean he’d ever give up 


Kerry is very grateful to the fans who have 
Stood behind him and his family through 
tough times. He promises them that win- 


ning the Texas title is just the start. $29,95/60 Min./International 
wrestling entirely. Just a few weeks Video Entertainment 
ago, we teamed up again, and it 
was just like old times. So right 
now, any decision Kevin makes #3 FRANCO COLUMBU 
about his career is really up to “Superset Shape-Up’’ 


him. [ll stand by him no matter 
what he does. 

Q: And now it’s clear that your fans 
will stand by you, too. Another 
interesting aspect of your career 
has been that you’ve been wrestling 
in the CWA, CWF, and indepen- 
dent areas as well as the USWA. 
Would you like to add the Conti- 
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No, you can’t get in shape just by watching 
TV. But if you watch these tapes and do what 
they tell you, you’ll be amazed by the results. 
All it takes is some hard work and dedication! 


#1 RAY “BOOM BOOM’”’ 


““Miy Knockout Workout’’ 

If you think jumping rope is just for 
kids, think again! Get in the ring 
with former lightweight champ 
Ray Mancini for world-class fit- 
ness—a three-round workout that 
pulls no punches! “Boxercise”’ 
your way to fitness. 
$19.95/60 Min./U.S.A Home 


Two-time “Mr. Olympia’’ Franco 
Columbu spent 15 years studying 
the human body and perfecting 
this 22-minute workout. Work with 
or without weights to burn away 
those love handles, flatten your 
stomach, and get in great shape! 
$24.95/25 Min./J2 
Communications 


MANCINI 


Video 


#2 DOLPH LUNDGREN 
“‘Miaximum Potential’’ 

Dolph Lundgren, star of Rocky IV 
and Masters of the Universe, 
shows you how to achieve the 
body of perfection. A complete 
cardiovascular routine followed by 
body sculpting and stretching de- 
signed to prevent soreness and 
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O MORE BRUTAL incident 

has taken place near a profes- 
sional ring this year. It was an act so 
repugnant in its violence that many 
television outlets have refused to show 
it. But it would also turn out to a 
major turning point in the career of a 
popular scientific wrestler. 

It was during a television taping in 
August at the Dallas Sportatorium that 
Toni Adams, the lovely blonde wife of 
veteran USWA grappler Chris Adams, 
was invited to provide color commen- 
tary for several matches. An elegant, 
cultured woman, Adams used the op- 
portunity to announce that Chris 
would be giving up promoting fund- 
raising cards in order to concentrate on 
his wrestling career. 

For some reason, these comments 
angered veteran manager Tojo Yama- 
moto and his protege; 307-pound P.Y. 
Chu-Hi. Yamamoto called Chris Ad- 
ams a crook, and accused him of steal- 
ing from the charities he had worked 
with. When Toni rose from her seat to 
protest, Yamamoto was responsible for 
one of the most callous and sadistic 
actions ever seen. 

Yamamoto ordered Chu-Hi to hold 
Toni’s arms, then proceeded to defile 
her: He ripped open her blouse. He 
slapped her. He rubbed her lipstick all 
over her face. Then he threw her to 
the floor and continued to hurl vile 
insults at her. Chris Adams was taking 
a shower in the locker room when he 
got word that Toni was being attacked. 
The British grappler was still covered 
with soap and water when he ran to 
ringside to run off the rulebreakers. 
24 


P.Y. Chu-Hi goes after Toni Adams, who 
protects herself with a kendo stick. Toni 
joined her husband Chris in battle after 
Chu-Hi and Tojo Yamamoto physically in- 
timidated and humiliated her. 


When he finally reached Toni, she was 
in a state of frenzy. The incident was 
so shocking that fans in attendance 
wondered if both Chris and Toni 
would ever be the same. 

Many assumed that the memory of 
this sickening attack would prompt 
Toni to avoid ever getting near a wres- 
tling ring again. But those who know 
this statuesque beauty also know that 
she’s no shrinking violet. The only way 
to properly get revenge on Yamamoto 


and Chu-Hi, she insisted, was to get it 
herself. 

And that’s exactly what she’s been 
doing. Since early September, Toni has 
accompanied Chris for every one of his 
matches, even tagging with him against 
their Oriental foes. She’s also proven 
to be an expert at wielding a kendo 
stick, and she’s sent Yamamoto fleeing 
for his life on several occasions. Now 
Chris and Toni are much more than 
simply man and wife—they’re also an 
unbeatable USWA tag team! 

Associate Editor Bob Smith traveled 
to Dallas to speak with Chris and Toni 
after they teamed to once again defeat 
Chu-Hi and Yamamoto. 


When Chris is in trouble, Toni does all she can to save him. Rather than let Chris protect her, Toni 
prefers to take matters into her own hands. 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 


I’d like to thank you both for 
taking some time out to speak 
with me. After what you two 
have gone through the past few 
months, I’m surprised you so 
readily agreed to talk. 


CHRIS ADAMS: 


Oh, it all really hasn’t been so 
bad. What do you think, Toni? 


TONI ADAMS: 


Well, I will admit that when Ya- 
mamoto and Chu-Hi first at- 
tacked me, I feared for my life. 
I was totally helpless with two 
huge men coming at me like 
that. But I’m a firm believer in 
women taking responsibility for 
every facet of their lives. When 
those Oriental tubs were attack- 
ing me, I’m sure they had no 
idea that I would fight back. I’m 
sure they know by now that I’m 
nobody to be trifled with. 


WS: That’s for sure! You’ve really 
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been a revelation during your ap- 


CA: 


ws: 


CA: 


pearances both as a valet and as 
a wrestler—you’re really quite a 
tough lady. Chris, did you have 
any idea that Toni would be so 
effective as a battler? 

Are you kidding? This is one of 
the feistiest women on this plan- 
et! I’m very proud of the way 
that Toni has fought by my side. 
I couldn’t ask for a more dedi- 
cated partner, either in my per- 
sonal life, or in the ring. I hope 
that Chu-Hi and that wormy lit- 
tle Yamamoto have learned their 
lesson, and that they realize that 
when they picked on Toni, they 
picked on the wrong woman. 
What was it that you did, Chris, 
that got Yamamoto so hot at 
you in the first place? 
Seriously, I really have no idea. I 
think the real problem was that I 
was on a real hot streak against 
not only Chu-Hi, but against 
most of Gen. Skandor Akbar’s 
wrestlers as well. I think, in his 


TA: 
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warped little mind, Yamamoto 
reasoned that if they hurt Toni 
they could destroy me as well. 
But neither Chu-Hi nor Yama- 
moto really pose that much of a 
threat to either of us. 

That’s right. I mean, that imita- 
tion Japanese Chu-Hi has got to 
be the most slovenly, out-of- 
shape creep I’ve ever seen in my 
life. There’s no way a fat tub like 
that could ever beat Chris, except 
by cheating. And it seems like all 
of those guys—Chu-Hi, Gary 
Young, Ron Starr, Taras Bulba, 
Billy Travis, and The Punisher— 
have to cheat in order to win 
their matches. That’s why I’m so 
happy to be at ringside for Chris. 
Not only can I give ’em all a big 
smack with the kendo stick when 
they act up, but I can also in- 
form the referees about all the 
cheating that they do. 

That brings up a very interesting 
point. Why did you choose a 


kendo stick as a weapon? 

: Because we wanted to beat those 
Orientals at their own game, 
that’s why. I mean, it just sends 
chills up and down my spine to 
see Toni bashin’ away at Yama- 
moto. I just feel so happy for 
her when he smacks him, because 
she gains more and more revenge 
every time. And, as everybody 
knows, revenge can be very 
sweet, particularly in this game. 
: But aren’t you afraid for Toni’s 
safety? She accompanied you to 
ringside for a recent match, and 
The Punisher looked like he was 
coming close to hauling off and 
hitting her. 

: Well, I think ... 

: Vl answer this, Chris. Look, I 
may be a woman fighting in a 
man’s world, but I know exactly 
what I’m doing at all times. I 
realize that if I’m going to get so 
close to the action that there’s 
the possibility of getting hit. Big 
deal! I think that’s what sets me 
apart from a lot of other valets, 
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who just stand there and pass 
foreign objects or try to look 
pretty. If I help out Chris during 
a match, and I get hit, then it’s 
my responsibility, not his. I’m 
just glad to be able to get in- 
volved in such a hands-on fash- 
ion. I guess what I’m doing is 
pretty unique, huh? 

I'll say. But now that you’ve 
both managed to defeat Chu-Hi 
and Yamamoto a number of 
times, what’s your next step? 
Will Toni continue to accompany 
you to ringside, Chris? 

I sure hope so! The decision to 
remain active in wrestling is hers 
and hers alone, but I can think 
of no greater inspiration than 
having my beautiful wife by my 
side when I go into battle. And it 
looks like I'll need her around 
after what that turncoat Travis 
did to me. 

Obviously, you’re referring to the 
lumberjack match where Travis 
hit you with a kendo stick to 
help Chu-Hi score an_ illegal 
victory. 

Yeah. How do you like that? 
Travis was a man who came into 
the USWA from the CWA with 
the reputation of being a talented 
and honorable man. I tagged up 
with him several times, but it 
wasn’t long before he signed a 
contract with Akbar and _ his 
creeps. 

The miserable worm. He used to 
come over to our house, and I 
would cook dinner for him. 
What a louse! He doesn’t deserve 
to be in the USWA anymore, 
and I’d love to get my hands on 
him so I could slap him right in 
the face. 

Wow, Toni, that’s quite a temper 
you’ve got there! 


(Continued on page 78) 


Kerry Von Erich and Toni come to Chris’ aid 
after he’s blindsided by Billy Travis. Despite 
the obvious danger, Chris enjoys having his 
wife fight by his side. 
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BRIAN PILLMAN 


It was mere coincidence that our final interview of the 1980s was with NWA World champion Ric Flair and 
that our first interview of the 1990s is with Brian Pillman. 


Honest. 


It’s not that we expect Flyin’ Brian to hold the NWA World title six times in the 1990s. Nor do we expect him to 
be a five-time Wrestler of the Year and set new standards for professional wrestling. But if he does as Flair 


did, we really wouldn't be surprised. 


Take, for example, this comment from the “Nature Boy” himself: “Brian has all the tools to go a long way in 
this sport,” Flair said. “The loss to [Lex] Luger [at ‘Halloween Havoc’] really didn’t mean much, because it 

was his first shot at Luger and it was his first chance on pay-per-view TV. What's more important is the way 

he handles himself and the way he can do all those things. If he puts on a few pounds, he can be one of the 


great ones.” 


In other words, Pillman doesn’t need to become a superheavyweight to succeed, but if he can combine his 
raw talent and courage with a little more muscle, his potential is limitless. 
For the record, Pillman is 6’, 226 pounds, and has been in the sport for 2/2 years. He was virtually ignored by 
the fans who voted for last year’s Rookie of the Year, although he and Bruce Hart were Stampede 
International tag team champions. Perhaps if fans had seen more of Pillman, they would have given him 


more consideration. 


Certainly, he’s always been a big hit with the ladies. Pillman is a handsome young man with flowing blond 
hair and a lean but muscular body. He always has time for the fans, and NWA announcer Jim Ross calls him 
“a joy to interview.” It's almost impossible to think of him as a rulebreaker. 

Pillman came to the NWA last year as part of a large influx of new young talent that also claimed Sid Vicious 
and Scott Hall. He teamed with Hall at the outset, but quickly turned to singles wrestling. 

Flyin’ Brian rose through the ranks with victories over Bill Irwin and Norman the Lunatic. In September, he 
issued a challenge to Luger, who was virtually forced into accepting it. Later that month, he formed a tag 
team with another popular young star, Tom Zenk. 

Pillman agreed to speak with Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum prior to his match against Luger at Clash of the 
Champions IX in Troy, New York. “‘He’s very down to earth, as you'd expect, but he also has the aura of a 
champion,” Rosenbaum reported. “‘He had a big match coming up, but he was very confident and didn’t look 
nervous at all. Yeah, he lost, but Pillman’s days of losing are coming to a swift conclusion.” 


WRESTLING 90: The first time you 
wrestled Luger, it was back in Sep- 
tember at the TV tapings and you 
really had no advance preparation for 
the match. Care to recall what hap- 
pened for us? 

PILLMAN: Sure. Luger said he'd 
‘wrestle anyone right then and there 
and | accepted his challenge. Luger, 
as | figured he might, backed off and 
refused to wrestle me. Instead, he 
wrestled somebody who he figured 
he could beat easily. But then | came 
to the ring and embarrassed Luger 
into accepting my challenge. Well, 
things got a bit out of hand, but | 
think | proved to Luger, and to all the 
fans, that | belonged in the same ring 
with him. 


WRESTLING 90: But weren’t you 
taking a big chance? After all, you 
had no idea that Luger was going to 
issue the challenge, so you really 
weren't ready for him. You could’ve 
flushed your whole career down the 
toilet just by being overzealous. 
PILLMAN: Well, that was a chance | 
was taking. I’ve learned in a very 
short time that, once in a while, you 
just have to say what the heck! My 
golden opportunity was right there. | 
had a choice of either going the 
same route and working my way up 
the ladder, maybe getting a title shot 
in about a year or so, or making an 
impact right there. Those chances 
come along once in a blue moon. 
WRESTLING 90: So you got your 


chance, proved your point, but Luger 
still didn’t want to wrestle you at 
“Halloween Havoc.” He claimed that 
he deserved a shot at Flair’s World 
title and didn’t want to bother with 
contenders for the U.S. title. Do you 
buy that? 

PILLMAN: This may surprise you, 
but | do. | really don’t think he was 
scared of me as much as he wanted 
a piece of Flair. You see, Luger is 
very egotistical and he doesn’t want 
a title that’s perceived as being sec- 
ond best. He wants Flair, he didn’t 
think Funk deserved another shot at 
Flair, and he was tired of waiting. Of 
course, he always knew that he’d 
have a hard time with me. | just wish 
| could’ve taken him a little further. 


WRESTLING 90: But the loss didn’t 
seem to get you down. In fact, there 
were a lot of things that could have 
gotten you down that night. First of 
all, the crowd in Philadelphia was 
pro-Luger, which was unusual, be- 
cause you've been pretty popular 
since coming to the NWA. Second, 
he pinned you in the center of the 
ring and there really was no doubt 
about it. 

PILLMAN: Yes, but it was my first 
real shot at the title and, I’ve gotta 
admit, | felt the butterflies ... 
WRESTLING 90: You seem fine right 
now. 

PILLMAN: This is different. I’ve wres- 
tled Luger a few times, | feel as if I’m 
getting somewhere with him. He’s 
had to resort to cheating a few times 
to beat me, but before, that first time, 
it was a different story. Man, that was 
nerve-wracking! We got into the ring 
and | knew he could tell. This smile 
came over his face and he got real 
loose because he knew he could 
beat me. So, it was a learning experi- 
ence. As for the fans, well, you know 
that | pay a lot of attention to them, 
so | was very surprised. On the other 
hand, | went back to the dressing 
room afterward and a lot of the guys 
told me that Philadelphia fans do 
some strange things. For some rea- 
son, they seem to go for rulebreakers 
down there. 


THE MATCH BRIAN PILLMAN LOST TWICE 


It was bad enough that Brian Pillman suffered a controversial loss to U.S. 
champion Lex Luger at the November 15 Clash of the Champions IX in 
Troy, New York. And the beating he took at the hands of an enraged Luger 
after the match made the situation that much worse. 

But now it looks as if Luger will turn his attention to former tag team 
partner Sting—and that’s not good for Flyin’ Brian. 

“| can’t bother with Pillman anymore,” Luger said afterward. “I’ve got a 
problem with Sting now, and I’m gonna teach him a lesson. Besides, | think 
| proved to everyone tonight that Pillman just ain’t ready for me. The little 
boy oughta try coming back in a few more years to try again.” 

Pillman, however, should be proud of his effort against Luger. He had the 
“Total Package’ on the run for most of the match and might have been 
headed for victory when the referee was knocked out in a collision. Luger 
took the opportunity to bash Pillman over the head with a chair and score 
the pin, but he wasn’t satisfied with mere victory. He continued to brutalize 
Pillman after the match, before Sting came out and saved the day. 

“1 owe a lot to Sting,” Pillman said. “I’ve always known him as a man of 
integrity, and what he did tonight, well, he didn’t have to do it. We haven't 
known each other very long, but what Sting did proved that he’s only out to 
do what's right.” 

“Luger’s gonna have to change his attitude in a hurry,” Sting said. 
“There was no call for what he did. | think he was just frustrated because 
he knew Brian had him beat. He had to prove a point, but | don’t think 
anybody was fooled.” 

But Pillman might be the odd man out. Sting and Luger have signed for a 
series of matches—and where does that leave Flyin’ Brian? 

—Dave Rosenbaum 


Brian Piliman dropkicks Lex Luger during their match at Clash of the Champions IX. Despite losing, 
Pillman remains confident that he’ll soon win a major championship in the NWA. 


WRESTLING 90: And that’s some- 
thing you definitely are not. Can you 
see yourself as a rulebreaker some- 
where down the line? 

PILLMAN: No way! My style is to 
wear my opponent down with drop- 
kicks, other kinds of flying maneu- 
vers, and my raw skills. Bruce Hart in 
Stampede taught me a lot about sci- 
entific wrestling and aerial maneu- 
vers, and the other thing he taught 
me is that if you go about things the 
right way, you never have to worry 
about breaking the rules. That’s 
something for men who just don’t 
have the skills. 

WRESTLING 90: Still, just last week 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, Luger got 
very aggressive without getting too 
dirty and pinned you again ... 
PILLMAN: Yes, but he did cheat. He 
used the ropes for leverage when he 
pinned me, or else there’s no way he 
would’ve had me. He hit me pretty 
hard a few times, but | wasn’t done. 
To tell you the truth, | was gonna call 
you on that one. 

WRESTLING 90: Call us? What did 
we do? 

PILLMAN: Well, | subscribe to Pro 


Wrestling Illustrated Weekly and saw 
where you guys wrote that | was 
“spent” in that match. Well, | wasn’t 
too spent to kick out the first time he 
had me pinned, and I’ve been in 
worse positions before. The point is, 
though, that I’m learning more and 
more with each match, I’m getting 
used to the travel, and Luger has to 
resort to new things every time to 
save his title. Well, | have a few tricks 
up my sleeve, too. 

WRESTLING 90: Anything you 
learned from Ric Flair? 

PILLMAN: Hey, Ric’s a helluva guy, 
and he helped me a lot during my 
first months here. That’s why | was 
happy to help him when Muta and 
Funk attacked him, and I'd do it 
again in a second. Flair’s one of the 
greatest wrestlers ever and he has a 
lot of integrity. Anytime he wants to 
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tell me something, I’m all ears. But 
when | get into that ring, ’m on my 
own. That’s the first thing you learn 
as a wrestler. 

WRESTLING 90: What have you 
learned since coming to the NWA? It 
must be a lot different from 
Stampede. 
PILLMAN: There’s a big difference. 
First of all, you’re in a different major 
city every night with different crowds, 
different rings, everything. Up in Cal- 
gary, | could depend on a home- 
cooked meal almost every day. Sec- 
ond of all, there are a lot more 


the top 10, but I’m looking for more. | 
didn’t come here to make a living, | 
came here to make a name for 
myself. 

WRESTLING 90: Well, | think you’ve 
done that already. When you entered 
the arena tonight, there must have 
been about five or six dozen fans 
waiting outside for you. 

PILLMAN: That’s right, and my hand 
is sore from signing autographs! But, 
you know, that’s just part of the 
game. The fans have a right to our 
time. They pay their money for tick- 
ets, they give us their support, and 


Piliman leaps over Luger (left). In another match, he executes a hiptoss on the “Total Package” (above 
left) and applies an armiock (above right), Pillman admits that he may need a little more size before he’s 
able to compete with big men like Luger. 


wrestlers down here. The competition 
is more varied. Of course, things can 
get pretty rugged up in Calgary, too, 
and some of the sport’s greatest 
wrestlers have come out of there. 
The second thing I’ve learned is that 
what everybody is saying might be 
true. I’m going to have to work on 
getting a bit bigger. You see, l’ve 
always kept in shape, but to me that 
meant staying streamlined. Down 
here, you have all these muscular 
wrestlers who are large, too. | figure 
maybe 10 or 15 more pounds of 
muscle will do it. 

WRESTLING 90: What will it do? 
PILLMAN: It will make me a champi- 
on. Maybe not World champion, not 
yet, because Flair is still on top. But it 
can make me U.S. champion and 
make me into one of the two or three 
best wrestlers in the NWA. Already, 
I’m pretty confident to say that I’m in 


they just ask for a little in return. 
Some wrestlers feel that wrestling a 
good match is enough, but there’s 
more to it than that. We’re paid to 
wrestle good matches. Giving some 
time to the fans is no big deal. 
WRESTLING 90: Any final thoughts 
going into this match? /See sidebar 
for a recap of Pillman’s match 
against Luger at Clash of the Cham- 
pions IX]. 

PILLMAN: | have a few new ideas 
and strategies that I’d like to try out, 
and | think I’ve discovered a weak- 
ness in Luger. You know, he isn’t the 
greatest scientific or aerial wrestler, 
although he’s improved, and | think 
he can be beaten. In my mind, skill 
will always beat size. Maybe | won't 
be champion after tonight, but each 
match brings me closer. Luger’s run- 
ning out of time, and time is my 
greatest ally. 
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Perfection Has 
lis Price 


Curt Hennig calls himself ‘‘Mr. Perfect,’’ but his career has 
been something less than perfect. As he tries to make up for 
the failures of his father, he is setting impossible standards for 
himself—standards that, if not reached, could mean his doom 


By Eddie Ellner 


T WAS A small club and its exis- 

tence, several years back, was short- 
lived. In fact, to call it a club at all 
would be misleading. The loose, infor- 
mal series of meetings between Lanny 
Poffo, Kevin Von Erich, Curt Hennig, 
Barry Windham, Greg Gagne, and Ter- 
ry Funk most closely resembled group 
therapy. 

The young wrestlers, all sons of fam- 
ous and (with the exception of Gagne) 
rulebreaking wrestling fathers, met for 
two long weekends in South Carolina. 
With Funk acting as elder statesman 
and moderator, the wrestlers discussed 
the problems and pressures facing 
them as sons of successful and de- 
manding role models. 

“Just being able to talk about it out 
in the open with people sharing the 
same problems was great,” recalled 
Funk. “When you grow up in a wres- 
tling household, the demands and ex- 
pectations—spoken and unspoken— 
are incredible. Sons always want to 
make their daddies proud. When your 
daddy is a champion wrestler, it makes 
it a bit more difficult.” 

It was a remarkably homogeneous 
and agreeable group. Their rich wres- 
tling heritage was obvious by their 
combined accomplishments, excep- 
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tional at any age, absolutely extraordi- 


nary when measured against the brief 
time span of some of their careers. 
Most had forsaken the rulebreaking 
principles espoused by their fathers in 
favor of science, technique, and the 
support of the fans. They aired their 
grievances against a background of 
promise and success. 

“It was either his way or no way,” 
said Barry Windham, recalling the anxi- 


ety of growing up in the Blackjack 
Mulligan household. 

“| knew my dad loved me and 
Dory,” recalled a somber Terry Funk. 
“He just couldn't show it. Thought it 
would make us soft.” 

“Dad couldn’t understand why my 
life didn’t revolve around the wrestling 
ring,” is how Lanny Poffo remembers 
father Angelo’s attitude. “The ironic 
thing is how he told me to take it easy 
and not work so hard.” 

Each wrestler opened the window to 
years of frustration and psychological 
torment. Exposing the pain and pres- 
sure proved enormously satisfying. 

“It was one of the most valuable 
experiences of my life,” says Funk. 
“The only guy who didn’t seem to 
have a good time was Hennig. He 
couldn‘t seem to relax. When it was 
his turn to talk, all he could say was 
how the rest of us wouldn’t under- 
stand. Which was absurd. Of course 
we understand. We're the only ones in 
the world who do understand.” 

When Hennig did talk, he spoke of 
frigid winter mornings during which 
his father, Larry the Ax, woke him be- 
fore school for five miles of torturous 
road work. “Dad never forced me to 
do it,” Hennig told his comrades, “but 


(Continued on page 68) 


NCE UPON A time, Hack- 
saw Jim Duggan took himself 
seriously. But that was a long time 
ago, back in 1986 and earlier, 
when the sight of Duggan standing 
on the other side of the ring posed 
a formidable obstacle to champi- 
ons and would-be champions. 
He’s become a howling, lumber- 
waving joke. The last time Buzz 
Sawyer saw Duggan on TV, he got 
sick to his stomach. “Couldn't be- 
34 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


SS eee 
lieve what I was watching,” Saw- 


yer said. “Here’s one of the tough- 
est guys that ever wrestled, and 
he’s pandering to the fans and 
making that stupid noise, wrestling 
clowns instead of champions.” 
Sawyer was the last man to lose 
a title to Duggan. It happened on 
March 16, 1986, when Duggan 
beat Sawyer for the North Amenri- 


: pith DiBiase’s ‘million-dollar belt.” 


can heavyweight championship. It 
was a marvelous victory for Dug- 
gan, a classic brawler defeating a 
classic brawler in a classic match. 
Duggan was one of the toughest 
men in the Mid-South/UWF area, 
known for men who wouldn't 
back down at the bar or in a bar- 
room brawl. 

Look what’s happenened now. 
Instead of going after Hulk Ho- 
gan’s WWF World title or The UIl- 


ACKSAW DUGGAN'S 
FUTILE QUEST F 


gus 


There was a time when 
Hacksaw Duggan 
didn’t have to rely on 

2 x 4s, atime when he 
never bothered with 
meaningless feuds. But 
Duggan has changed. 
As his time in the WWF 
wears on, it’s becoming 
more obvious that his 
championship days 


are long over 


Duggan backflips DiBiase (left). Referee 
Dave Hebner prevents Duggan from pursu- 
ing DiBiase (bottom left). The ‘‘Million-Dollar 
Man” collars Duggan on the ropes (bottom). 


timate Wamior's Intercontinental ti- 
tle, or maybe finding an equally 
tough teammate to go after Demo- 
liton’s World tag team title, Dug- 
gan is wasting his time trying to 
regain the “crown” he lost to Ran- 
dy Savage and wresting the mean- 
ingless ‘‘million-dollar belt’ away 
from Ted DiBiase. Even if Duggan ; 

. succeeded, history would sigh, 
“So what?” 

“Tt angers me to see him doing 
what he’s doing, because he has 
the chance to do what I can't,” 
growled Magnum T.A. who, with 
Duggan, won the Mid-South tag 
team title in 1983. “Maybe if he 
was in my shoes, unable to wres- 
tle, he’d realize how far down he’s 
come. The man should be nght 
there wrestling for the major titles, 

(Continued on page 66) 


By Eddie Ellner 


IMON SAYS: THOSE who real- 
ly thought Roddy Piper’s re- 
tirement from the ring was perma- 
nent, take your index finger and 
stick it up your ... nose. 
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Assurances, guarantees, vows, 
affidavits, depositions—show me a 
wrestler who swears his retirement 
is forever and never returns, and 
I'll show you three dozen who an- 
nounce their comebacks inside a 


year. 
The ring does silly things to 
grown men. Boxers and wres- 


tlers—injury prone, punch dmnk, 
years past their prime—all still in- 
sist on that one final moment in the 
spotlight; one last “and in this cor- 
ner...” to glide them gently into 
retirement. 

Roddy Piper is a perfect exam- 
ple of a man who should never 
have to submit himself to the in- 


What’s hotter than the old Roddy Piper? The new Roddy Piper! 
He’s more popular than ever, but can that help him in his feud 
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dignity of a headlock, the agony of 
a backbreaker, or the deadly risk 
of a piledriver. Piper left the ring, 
his handsome face intact, and suc- 
cessfully took on a more formida- 
ble opponent than all the rest: Hol- 
lywood. They Live did not win any 
Academy Awards, and Piper's 
performance will not cause Robert 


DeNiro any sleepless nights, but 
Piper was believable in the star- 
ring role, and John Carpenter’s sci- 
fi flick did make money—the only 
real criterion for success in the 
motion picture industry. 

The modest success of They 
Live assured Piper—as Jesse Ven- 
tura’s success in Predator and The 


with ‘‘Ravishing’’ Rick Rude? Or is this red- 
hot Scot in red-hot trouble? 


Roddy Piper, who can be as mean as 
any man, strangles Rick Rude with his 
__ T-shirt. 


him—of 
film 


Running Man assured 
continued work in the 
industry. 

Why, then, is Roddy Piper back 
in the WWF? Why is he wrestling 
again in the nng? And, for heav- 
en’s sake, why is his smiling mug 
on the back of Rick Rude’s butt? 

(Continued on page 72) 
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By Bill Apter 


T IS THE opportunity of a life- 

time. “The opportunity,” Scott 
Steiner said, “to prove that we’re 
the best.” The opportunity to 
compete against one of the finest 
compilations of tag team talent 
ever assembled ... and, perhaps, 
to get buried beneath its over- 
whelming power. 

“The choice,”’ Scott added, ‘‘is 
ours.” 

But the choice might not be 
theirs at all. Rick and Scott Stein- 
er are the NWA World tag team 
champions, but the tests they 
face and the challenges they will 
receive for the belts § are 
unprecedented. 

These are the best of times for 
fans of tag team wrestling. The 
NWA is absolutely loaded with 
outstanding teams, and the list 
only begins with the Steiner broth- 
ers. Just take a look at the lineup 
for Starrcade ’89. Four teams— 
the Steiners, The Road Warriors, 
The Skyscrapers, and Doom— 
were to participate in the innova- 
tive “Iron Team” concept. Even 
at that, several top teams were 
omitted. 

Just think: In a competition sup- 
posedly including the four best 
duos in the NWA, former World 
champions The Fabulous Free- 
birds and The Midnight Express 
were left out in the cold, along 
with up-and-comers The Dynamic 
Dudes. If that doesn’t say some- 
thing about the NWA’s glut of tag 
team powerhouses, nothing does. 

And has anybody forgotten that 
Tully Blanchard and Arn Ander- 
son were fired by manager Bobby 
Heenan? Nobody knows where 
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THE STEINERS 
FACE TAG TEAM 
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The Road Warriors! The Midnight Express! The Freebirds! The 
Skyscrapers! Doom! The Dynamic Dudes! They’re all hungry, 
and they’re all after Rick and Scott Steiner’s NWA World tag 
team title. Brace yourself for the tag team war of all time as 
the Steiners fight for survival! 


Lately, Rick and Scott Steiner have had 
their hands raised in victory (bottom left) 
almost every night. But the tag team com- 
petition in the NWA is so tough that the 
Steiners often enter the ring in a considera- 
bly dour mood (below). 


these former NWA and WWF 
World champs will turn up, but if 
they resurface in the NWA, they'll 
have to wait on a long line for a 
shot at the Steiners. 

At least three teams—The 
Freebirds, Doom, and The Sky- 
scrapers—have targeted the 
Steiners for destruction. The Ex- 
press, now firmly attached to 
manager Jim Cornette, are back 
in the rulebreaking mode with 
which they’re more familiar, and 
will undoubtedly want a shot at 
the title. And The Road Warriors, 
still considered by many to be the 
best team in the world, won’t set- 

(Continued on page 74) 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


URING THE MONTHS prior to 

WrestleMania, WWF fans around 
the world engage in the same activity: 
predicting the main-event matchup for 
that year’s big card. WrestleMania is 
the most important event on the 
WWE calendar, and such prognostica- 
tion is part of the fun. 

So far, half of the equation has 
been easy. Hulk Hogan has been in- 
volved in all five WrestleMania main 
events, either in tag team, tournament, 
or singles competition. But the rest of 
the equation has been more difficult. 

Everybody expected Hogan to battle 
Randy Savage at WrestleMania II; in- 
stead, King Kong Bundy got the nod. 
And back in December 1986, who 
could have predicted that Hogan would 
battle his close friend, Andre the Gi- 
ant, in the biggest WrestleMania main 
event of all time? Or, in 1989, that 
Hogan and Savage wouldn’t team, but 
would wrestle each other? 

That's why you shouldn’t take the 
following prediction completely to 
heart. Instead, consider it an educated 
guess based on recent events, WWF 
policy, and the current federation tal- 
ent roster. Brace yourself, folks, be- 
cause this might not be easy to take: 

Hogan will wrestle Zeus at Wrestle- 
Mania VI. 

Why? 


Zeus can’t wait to get his hands on Hulk 
Hogan (right). Zeus’ frightening dominance 
over Hogan at the Survivor Series heightens 
speculation they may meet at WrestleMania. 


Sa 


WRESTLING USA: ATLA 
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ARE WE HEADED 
FOR A HOGAN-ZEUS 
WRESTLEMANIA 


VI? 


Looking forward to WrestleMania VI? 
Well, don’t get foo excited, The 
WWF might be headed for a 


WrestleMania showdown to forget. Should 
we get ready for Hulk Hogan vs, Zeus? 
It could happen! 


Zeus mightily bearhu: lugs the WWF World c ee: 
Their fictional match in Ic Mlaeon lSa cae 
the start of some real ring fire’ 


Hogan slams Zeus at SummerSlam ‘89. Hogan's success against Zeus at that event 
convinced many that Zeus doesn’t belong in a wrestling ring. They feel the ‘‘Hulkster’’ 
would destroy Zeus if they squared off at WrestleMania VI. 


@WrestleMania VI is tentatively 
scheduled for early April at the new 
Skydome in Toronto, a 70,000 indoor- 
outdoor baseball stadium. 

@Curt Hennig, currently the top 
contender for Hogan’s title, most likely 
doesn’t have the drawing power to fill 
such a large stadium. If he is still the 
top contender when the card is an- 
nounced, he could well be pushed 
aside. 

®@ Promoting No Holds Barred, the 
movie featuring Hogan and Zeus, has 
become top priority at WWF head- 
quarters; the movie has hit video 
stores, is headed for cable-TV, and is 
the comerstone of a December WWF 
Pay-per-view event. 

®@ Hogan and Brutus Beefcake were 
scheduled to wrestle Zeus and Savage 
on that pay-per-view event. 

Still, there are several reasons why 
Hogan and Zeus won’t meet at Wres- 
tleMania VI: 

@The match is an abomination. 
Hogan destroyed Zeus at SummerSlam 
’89 and proved beyond a shadow of a 
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doubt that Zeus cannot wrestle. He’s 
an actor, not an athlete. This match 
would be an insult to the sport. 

@ By the time WrestleMania VI rolls 
around, Hogan will have destroyed 
Zeus for a second time. 

@It's only a matter of time before 
The Ultimate Warrior gets tired of be- 
ing a secondary champion and guns 
for Hogan. A Warrior-Hogan main 
event would be a sure WrestleMania 
VI blockbuster. 

® Roddy Piper is in town. As long 
as Piper is around, a feud with Hogan 
is very possible. 

@Wer're still waiting for Elizabeth 
and Sensational Sherri to go at it ina 
claw-digging, skin-biting, clothes-shred- 
ding catfight. Is there anybody out 
there who wouldn't pay to see a Ho- 
gan and Elizabeth vs. Savage and 
Sherri match? Although such a match 
has dubious wrestling value, it is cer- 
tainly of interest to even the most 
casual fan. 

It is infinitely more interesting than 
watching Zeus standing in the middle 


of the ring, staring at Hogan, and re- 
pelling punch after punch before finally 
getting wom down by the stronger and 
more talented champion. Although 
Zeus sports an awesome physique, he 
is not a wrestler. He has no skills 
whatsoever, and couldn’t possibly be 
ready to meet Hogan one on one at 
WrestleMania. Even Zeus’ self-destruc- 
tive ego couldn’t convince him that 
he’s ready for such a showdown. 

Let’s hope that’s the case. 

“Zeus can convince the WWF pro- 

moters that he’s ready to wrestle Ho- 
gan,” a WWF insider said. “It's some- 
thing all the promoters want because 
they're sure it would pack arenas. May- 
be it would, but I think most fans are 
already convinced that Hogan can beat 
Zeus. This is rare, but I think the 
WWF is misjudging the fans. They 
think this is a match the fans want to 
see.” 
They don’t. An informal poll of 100 
fans at a recent Madison Square Gar- 
den card revealed that 79 don’t want 
to see Hogan wrestle Zeus, 15 thought 
a one-on-one match would be interest- 
ing, while six didn’t care either way. 
We ran the same poll outside the Pal- 
ace of Auburn Hills in Michigan and 
received a similar response. 

“Saying Zeus can beat Hogan just 
because he roughed him up a little in 
No Holds Barred is like saying 
Charlton Heston can part the Red 
Sea,” said Harry Goldstein of Brook- 
lyn, New York. “The WWF is getting 
fiction mixed up with reality, and if 
that’s WrestleMania VI, [m_ not 
interested.” 

The WrestleMania VI main event 
should be a titanic battle for the WWF 
World title, involving the champion 
and a worthy contender. Certainly, Ho- 
gan’s recent efforts have pared down 
the list of challengers; Savage is no 
longer on the list. Rick Rude doesn’t 
have the ability to beat Hogan. Hennig 
is being put to the test now. The Ulti- 
mate Warrior could battle Hogan to 
the brink of destruction. Piper always 
remains a wild card. 

There are possibilties ... all more 
intriguing than Hogan vs. the movie 
star. O 
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IS DESTINED |. 
TO CRUMBLE 


The Jerry Lawler legend was created in 
Memphis, a town where kings have always 
roamed. But now, at the height of his career, 
Lawler’s legend is fading. Remarkably, the 
love of the people of Memphis is 


turning to hatred! 


EMPHIS IS A city of two kings: 

One of them played guitar, ate 
too many pills, and died. The other 
is a venerated wrestling demigod 
whose myth grows with each pass- 
ing victory. 

Rather than turning him into an 
elusive recluse, fame has made Jerry 
“The King” Lawler a fully accessible 
legend. He has not encircled his 
family in a stonewalled, armed- 
guarded fortress on the outskirts of 
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town. If you want to see Jerry 
Lawler, you might want to try the 
local coffee shop where each morn- 
ing he eats breakfast. Or the record 
store where he shops for new music 
for his collection. Or the market 
where he shops—just like everyone 
else. 

As Ted Turner is to Atlanta and 
Donald Trump is to New York, so 
Jerry Lawler is to the city of Mem- 
phis. His imprint is everywhere; his 


link with the city and its people is 
deep-rooted. But what separates 
Lawler from his powerful colleagues 

is his desire to keep it local. 
When Lawler’s special talent for 
pinning opponents emerged, offers 
from around the world flooded into 
Memphis. “It’s safe to say that he 
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Uncle Elmer Frazier unloads on Jerry Lawler 
with a big splash (top left) and slams him 
(above). The USWA champion chokes Elmer 
with the tag rope (left). Elmer once consid- 
ered Lawler a friend, but being champion 
has changed—some might say warped— 
Lawler’s priorities. 


had his choice of federations,” said 
one local Memphis promoter. “He 
could have written his own ticket 
anywhere in the world. Quite frank- 
ly, we expected him to leave Mem- 
phis years ago. | even encouraged 
him to leave! There were entire new 
worlds to conquer. How could 
Memphis compete with New York? 
Tokyo? Los Angeles?” 

Lawler stayed. And stayed ... and 
stayed. And in the end, they all 
came to him. Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, 
Kerry Von Erich, and Randy Savage. 
He beat them all, conquered them 
right in his own backyard where all 
his fans—his friends—could watch, 


then retire to a local pub and talk 
about it. Of course, Lawler would 
often join them later and regale 
them with a personal review of the 
match. 

Lawler loved Memphis and Mem- 
phis returned the love tenfold. The 
day he captured the AWA World 
championship, the mayor declared it 
“Jerry Lawler Day.” Speeches were 
made. Thousands cheered him. 


Lawler and Paula, his lovely wife, 
soaked in the love and cried. 

‘This is the happiest day of my 
life,” he said, his voice cracking. 


“You've made me the happiest man 
in the world.” 

Jerry Lawler was their hero; they 
were Jerry Lawler’s inspiration. It 
was, in the cutthroat, violent, 
backstabbing world of professional 
wrestling, quite a lovely story. 

KK 


A cheer goes up from the crowd. 
Jerry Lawler, wild-eyed and con- 
fused, covers his face. The cheers 
are not for him—they are for his op- 
ponent, Uncle Elmer Frazier, the hill- 
billy bumpkin turned pro grappler. 
As Frazier laces into Lawler, fans cry 
out their support: “Kill that hypo- 
crite!” screams one. “Break his lying 
face.” 

“Bloody him, Hillbilly,” demands 
another fan. “Make him pay for his 
lies. End his career.” 

We are not in Memphis. Not yet. 
The scene of this particular carnage 
is Dallas, where Lawler defended his 
year-old © USWA championship 
against the popular Elmer. Texas 
fans, unconcerned with Lawler’s rep- 
utation in Memphis, see only a vil- 
lainous, rulebreaking, conniving vet- 
eran attempting to take advantage of 
Elmer, a plodding, phlegmatic 
heavyweight. 

“His bull may play in Tennessee, 
but here in Texas, Lawler ain’t spit,” 
explained one ringside regular. ““Tex- 


Lawler chokes Elmer with a chain, his favorite foreign object (above). After the referee is 


knocked out, Lawler goes for the cover (below). 


as fans see through his act. He can’t 
fool us.” 

Lawler rallied against Elmer and 
eventually pinned the giant Hillbilly. 
His victory was greeted by a cascade 
of drink cups and crumpled pro- 
grams. In the dressing room, Lawler 
shook his head. “I don’t really un- 
derstand it,” he complained. “I’m 
the same guy | am in Memphis. | 
don’t know why they hate me so 
much here. No wonder | never left 
Memphis.” 

Unfortunately for Lawler, and for 
his whole fairy-tale existence, there 
appear to be cracks in his hallowed 
Memphis kingdom, too. 

Lawler has faced adversity before. 
Several years ago, a terrible drinking 
problem threatened to destroy not 
only his ring career, but his family as 
well. Devoted support from Paula 
and, of course, from the fans helped 
him survive that difficult period of 
his life. Then, after he captured the 
AWA championship, Lawler under- 
went another bizarre change in 
behavior. 

“He became very cocky, boastful, 
and violent,” Paula recalls. ‘He be- 
came a real jerk. You could hardly 
recognize him.” 

Memphis fans supported him 
through this unstable period, too. 
Though Lawler quickly returned to 
his popular ways, the episode never- 
theless left a bitter taste in some 
mouths. 

“It's hard to keep forgiving him,” 
said one former devoted follower. 
“Maybe our expectations of him are 
too high. He just seems to be letting 
us down lately.” 

“Does he take us for hometown 
jerks?” asked one. “Just because this 
is Memphis, are we expected to sup- 
port everything Jerry Lawler does?” 

“It's bad enough Elvis turned out 
like he did,” said another fan. “No 
one here wants to knock Lawler, but 
facts are facts. He has been very un- 
stable over the years, but none of us 
have ever really cared. We've treated 
him like a local treasure. Now we're 
forced to reassess the value of that 


treasure.” oO 
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The Great Debate: 
HOGAN / 
of ATR 
wow WREST 


_ 


A huge controversy erupted when our sister magazine Pro Wrestling 
8 Mustrated named Ric Flair Wrestler of the Decade. Hulk Hogan 

fans were appalled by the choice and quickly made their 

ace known. Watch the sparks fly as wrestlers, 

» fans, and journalists verbally slug it out over the 

question of which man really dominated 


the 1980s 


HEN WE DECIDED to do 

this story, we quickly real- 
ized that it would be nearly impos- 
sible to quickly gather together a 
panel of experts to debate the 
question: Who was the one wres- 
tler who embodied the 1980s? 
But modern technology is wonder- 
ful: We were able to arrange a 
conference call to bring all the 
parties together for. a talk. 

Wrestlers in on the discussion 
were Harley Race, the seven-time 
former NWA World champion, 
and John Studd, a longtime WWF 
title contender who now wrestles 
on the independent circuit. Ten 
subscribers to Sports Review 
Wrestling were called at random 
and invited to participate; six 
agreed to do so. On our end, ev- 
eryone but Associate Editor Eddie 
Eliner was involved. (“Such de- 
bates,” he said, “are a damnable 
waste of time. My choice would 
have been Stan Hansen, 
anyway.”’) 

It would take an entire issue of 
this magazine to chronicle the en- 
tire four-hour debate. The follow- 
ing are the highlights of the 
discussion: 

Gregory Johnson of Norman, 
Oklahoma, immediately put the 
editors on the defensive. “How in 
the world could you have chosen 
Flair?” he asked. “Hulk Hogan 
was wrestling in the ’80s. If it 
hadn’t been for Hogan, wrestling 
would still be in the dark ages.” 

“Hogan is a great athlete,’ Se- 
nior Editor Bill Apter replied. “‘! 
don’t think anyone could deny 
that his accomplishments were 


great. But in Flair, we’re talking 
about an outstanding pure wres- 
tler, a six-time World champion. 
You fans voted him Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Wrestler of the Year an 
incredible five times. | was proud 
to support Flair for the award.” 

“If I'd had my say,” Race add- 
ed, “‘I’d have chosen Flair, too. 
After all, the man did beat me for 
the title. I’ve fought both Flair and 
Hogan many times, but here’s the 
important distinction: | met Hogan 
much later in my career. If I’d 
fought Hogan in my prime, I’d 
have beaten him easily.” 

“Hogan has taken a lot of criti- 
cism that he hasn’t wrestled as 
frequently or fought as tough a 
group of opponents as Flair, but 
that’s not true anymore,” said Do- 
lores Knox of Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey. “Randy Savage, Big 
Bossman, Curt Hennig; Hogan’s 
faced and defeated the best.” 

“That’s a good point,” said As- 
sociate Editor Andy Rodriguez. 
“Hogan used to take a lot of flak 
for only defending the belt once a 
week. Now he’s wrestling almost 
every night.” 

“Hey, even when he wasn’t 
wrestling every night, he was one 
tough hombre,” said Studd. “‘l 
thought | was unbeatable when | 
met Hogan for the WWF belt 
back in ’84, and he knocked me 
on my butt. | still think | can beat 
him, but you can’t deny he’s been 
a great champion.” 

“| admire Flair because of his 
tenacity,” said Royce Newman of 
White Bear Lake, Minnesota. ‘““Be- 

(Continued on page 80) 
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Bobby Heenan, one of , reached a new 
pinnacle of success last year when he controlled two of the three WWF titles. 
Then his empire suddenly crumbled, inviting snickers that “The Brain’s” 
streak was just a momentary stroke of luck 


By Eddie Ellner 


44 APID” RALPH ERADY, once 

a decent college basketball 
player, now a high-paid efficiency ex- 
pert, recalls his first memory of Bobby 
Heenan. 

“I was looking for the latest Street 
& Smith Basketball Digest at the news- 
stand back in 1973 when I saw a copy 
of Inside Wrestling, or maybe it was 
The Wrestler, with Heenan’s picture 
on the cover. His face was unrecogniz- 
able, a solid mask of blood. I was 
fascinated. What could have inspired a 
man to dish out such punishment to 
another man? And how could anyone 
stand the pain and humiliation of such 
a beating? I bought the magazine and 
was introduced to Bobby Heenan and 
the Heenan philosophy. It became im- 
mediately understandable why Heenan 
inspired such hatred in his opponents. 
Seventeen years have not made much 
of a difference. He was overrated as a 
wrestler, and he’s just as overrated as a 
manager.” 


” 
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Heenan is proud of the work he has done with Haku and Andre, but since Rude lost the Intercontinental 


title and The Brain Busters dropped the tag team belts, “The Brain” has been desperate for a winner. 


Just six months ago, Bobby “The 
Brain” /“The Weasel” Heenan was on 
top of the world. His roster of talent 
seemed unbeatable: Rick Rude con- 
trolled the Intercontinental title and 
the hearts of females around the world. 
Tully Blanchard and Am Anderson 
were the WWF World tag team 
champs, hailed by many as the best 
tag team in the world. Andre the Giant 
continued to plague Hulk Hogan, ever 
a threat to regain the WWF title he 
once sold to Ted DiBiase. Haku ter- 
rorized the entire federation. Even 
longtime preliminary scrub Steve 
Lombardi, newly dubbed “The Brook- 
lyn Brawler,” had begun to earn the 
fear and respect of his opponents. 

Heenan owned the contracts to 
them all. Weasel-minded Heenan, pe- 
rennially overlooked during the annual 
distribution of awards and accolades, 
suddenly found himself voted Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Manager of the 
Year. Voted! By the fans! Heenan 
managed to weasel himself 16,824 
votes to edge out Gary Hart for the 
honor. Heenan, the guy who, for years, 
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couldn't get himself elected WWF 
dogcatcher! 

“A few years back, at David 
Letterman’s anniversary show at Radio 
City Music Hall,” recalls Bill Apter, 
“Letterman introduced Heenan from 
the audience. You should have seen 
how excited he was. When the world’s 
hippest talk-show host turns the house 
lights on you, it means you’re famous. 
Heenan had always made the most of 
his public appearances, and this was 
no exception. He remained standing, 
soaking in as much limelight as possi- 
ble, until Letterman had to request he 
sit back down. It was really a gross 
display of grandstanding; typical Bobby 
Heenan.” 

At that time, Heenan’s pursuit of 
title belts was simultaneously furious 
and futile. “He couldn’t get the gold,” 
Apter continued. “It was a constant 
source of disgust and frustration for 
him. But Heenan never really managed 
in the traditional sense. He created the 
illusion of management through a 
smokescreen of interference. He was 
practically third man in the ring in 


many title matches, and [| think that 
cost him.” 

Even close scrutiny from the refer- 
ees couldn’t stop Heenan’s stable from 
running roughshod through the WWF. 
“Its as if he found a bottle on the 
beach, rubbed it, and a genie granted 
him three wishes,” Apter said. 

Rick Rude was Heenan’s first wish. 
Rude’s upset victory over Ultimate 
Warrior gave Heenan his first WWF 
championship—and his first set of justi- 
fied bragging rights. “You would have 
thought he pinned the Warrior,” said 
one WWF wrestler. 

Heenan’s next stroke of luck came 
purely by accident. The Brain Bust- 
ers—ex-Four Horsemen Tully Blan- 
chard and Arn Anderson—needed a 
man to book their matches in the 
WWF. “T swear, it could have been 
anyone,” said a WWF insider. “I think 
Tully and Am flipped a coin to see 
who they'd call.” Hardly in need of 
management, the veteran duo quickly 
established their supremacy in the 
WWF tag team wars. But to hear 
Heenan crow, one might have thought 


Smash presses Tully Blanchard (left). Depending on whom one listens to, The Brain 
Busters either quit or were fired. The Warrior backflips Heenan (above left). Heenan’s 
advice to Steve Lombardi (above right) hasn't done him much good lately. The “Brooklyn 


Brawler” has been on a losing streak. 


it was he, not Am Anderson, who 
pinned Smash to capture the tag team 
belts. 

Rounding out the Heenan stable 
were his “projects’—Andre the Giant, 
Haku, and “Brooklyn Brawler’ Steve 
Lombardi. Of Lombardi, Heenan was 
especially proud. “Lombardi was go- 
ing to embody all of Heenan’s brilliant 
strategies,” said one wrestler mocking- 
ly. “He was going to tum a bum into a 
star.” 

By virtue of his champions, Heenan 
was able to book Lombardi into some 
semifinal matches. The longtime prelim 
bum faired favorably, but never at- 
tained the success Heenan envisioned. 
Lombardi’ failure was a signal of dark- 
er times to come. 

“A lot of people were astounded 
when Heenan was named Manager of 
the Year,” said Apter. “The perception 
in the sport is that he is not a good 
ring tactician. His success proves the 
old baseball adage that a manager is 


only as good as the team he puts on 
the field. Whereas Paul Ellering and 
Jim Cornette can adapt different strate- 
gies for different situations, Heenan 
had trouble thinking on his feet. Peo- 
ple respected him as a personality, as a 
spokesman for the sport. But as the 
world’s greatest manager? No way.” 

In short order, Rude was defeated 
by Ultimate Warrior, The Brain Bust- 
ers dropped the belts to Demolition, 
Andre the Giant became a public em- 
barrassment, as did Haku. And the 
Brooklyn Brawler fast became the 
Brooklyn Bawler as Lombardi returned 
to preliminary status. No one seemed 
to notice he had gone. 

And Heenan? Bobby . hardly 
mourned his losses. After all, “The 
Brain” has been proclaimed the 
World’s Greatest Manager in 1989. 

Now that all his other trophies have 
disappeared, it's an accolade he may 
choose to cling to for some time to 
come. O 
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' PAUL ORNDORFF'S 
a TRIUMPHANT 
RETURN! 


By Craig Peters 


HE JOKE WAS over, everybody had a 

good laugh—even Kerry Von Erich—and 
now Kerry was ready to find out who his real 
opponent would be. The names on the con- 
tract said Kerry Von Erich vs. Paul Omdorff, 
but Kerry knew it was a hoax because Omdorff hadn't 
wrestled in almost two years. 

“C’mon, guys, this is either an old contract or some- 
body’s idea of a joke,” Kerry said. “Which one is it?” 

The promoter and matchmaker both shook their 
heads. 

‘“‘Omdorff?” Von Erich said, suddenly beginning to 
understand that when he had signed to wrestle on 
November 17 in Highland Heights, Ohio—against an 
opponent to be named later—that opponent would be 
the long-retired “Mr. Wonderful.” 

“How can that be? The guy’s a fossil! Half the world 
thinks he’s dead, and all he’s done for the past two 
years is run a bowling alley. What’s going on here?” 

Kerry’s surprise was only partly due to Omdorff’s 
recent reclusiveness. The other factor was that Kerry 
had never wrestled Omdorff, so why would they 
wrestle now? And, in fact, why would Omdorff want 
to make his long-awaited return against Kerry? 

Simply because he wanted to. 

“When you're the promoter of an independent fed- 
eration like I am, you need as many top stars as you 
can get,” Great Lakes Wrestling Federation promoter 
Jim Brown said. “Omdorff’s an old buddy of mine, so 
I called him up and asked him if he’d like to wrestle. 
He said, ‘Sure, get me a title shot,’ so I did.” 

“The longer I stayed away from the ring, the more I 
missed it,” said Omdorff, who last wrestled in the 
WWF under the management of Sir Oliver Humper- 
dink. He is best remembered as the hated “Mr. Won- 
derful” who tured against Hulk Hogan in sickening 
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Kerry Von Erich couldn’t believe his eyes when he saw who 
he was scheduled to wrestle. He thought it was a joke, but it 
was true! Paul Orndorff was back, and his assault on Von 
Erich’s USWA Texas title was no laughing matter 


“Mir. Wonderful” Paul Omdorff leaps off the top rope with an elbowsmash for Kerry Von Erich (above 
left). The two lock up in the center of the ring (above right). It was Omdorff’s first match in two years, 


and he was very effective. 
fashion, then battled the ‘“Hulkster” before 70,000 fans 
in Toronto. 

“When Jim called me, I told him that I wasn’t going 
to come back to wrestle some bum,” Omdorff contin- 
ued. “I wanted to wrestle a top star and I wanted it to 
be an important match, not some tuneup. Listen, I’ve 
stayed in good shape and I still hit the mats once or 
twice a week, but I missed the competition. When he 
called me back and told me I could wrestle Von 
Erich for the USWA Texas title, I told him I'd take it. 
Never hesitated.” 

Kenry, after the initial shock, welcomed the chance 
to wrestle Omdorff. He saw it as an opportunity to 
add an important name to the list of men he has 
beaten. “I never like to take anyone lightly,” Von 
Erich said, “but I didn’t think Omdorff had much 
chance of winning my belt, considering the 
circumstances.” 

He was right. Von Erich lost by disqualification 
when he tossed Omdorff over the top rope, but re- 


tained the title. The previous 15 minutes of action, 
however, were surprisingly intense. Orndorff seemed 
a little uncomfortable, but wasted no time coming 
after Kerry, who seemed surprised by his opponent's 
aggressiveness. 

“Personally, I thought he’d just sit back and try to 
avoid getting hurt,” Kerry said. “I figured he needed 
the paycheck and that’s why he was really there.” 

But that statement alone gives away Von Enrich’s 
ignorance about Omdorff, an egotistical man who en- 
ters the ring only to win. Omdorff had an outstanding 
career and was a top NWA and WWF star. He made 
more money in one evening in Toronto than most 
wrestlers take home in an entire year. Omdorff was in 
Ohio because he planned to strip the title off of Von 
Erich’s waist. 

And if Kerry didn’t know that by the end of the 
match, he learned it immediately afterward when Om- 
dorff, in classic Omdorffian fashion, attacked referee 
Lou Kokely. Omdorff was enraged that he wasn’t giv- 
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Omdorff whips Von Erich across the ring (above left) and headlocks the Texas champion (above right). 


Von Erich was disqualified for tossing Omdorff over the top rope, but he didn’t lose the title. That made 


Omdortf so angry that he attacked the referee. 


en the belt because of Kerry’s disqualification. 

“The USWA nules state very clearly that the title can 
change hands on a disqualification,” Omdorff protested. 

He was right about the USWA niles, but this match 
was fought under the sanctioning nules of the Great 
Lakes Federation. In other words, Omdorff needed to 
pin Von Erich or beat him by submission. 

“Tf I had known that,’ Ormdorff said, “I would have 
grabbed the rope and kept myself from going over.” 

Instead, he grabbed Kokely and probably shook a 
few years of life out of the poor referee. Fortunately, 
Kerry came to Kokely’s aid. 

“T think what we saw there was a frustrated man,” 
Von Erich said of Omdorff. 

“What you saw was a man that was duped,” Om- 
dorff said. “And as for Von Erich, I heard what he 
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said about me, and I’m not gonna forget it. If he has 
the guts to wrestle me again, I want him. Shame is, I 
don’t think he has the guts. No Von Erich ever did.” 

It sounded like the old “Mr. Wonderful” again: 
shooting his mouth off, challenging opponents, brutal- 
izing referees, bad-mouthing officials. Some things 
never change. 

“One of the reasons I left this sport was because I 
was sick of the raw deal people were giving me,” 
Omdorff said. “It got really bad with Hogan, and obvi- 
ously it hasn’t changed a bit. Great thing about bowl- 
ing is that you can knock down the pins, set ‘em up, 
and knock ‘em back down again. That’s what I'd like 
to do to Von Erich. Tell the boy to stand clear.” 

Somehow, one gets the impression Kerry Von Erich 
is no longer laughing. O 
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It’s been happening in arenas all across 
America: Ted DiBiase is allowing his 
4 bodyguard, Virgil, to be victimized by Jake 
‘The Snake’’ Roberts. When is Virgil going 
to wise up and realize DiBiase just doesn’t 
care about him—and never did? 


By Andy Rodriguez 


IRGIL ISN’T ABOUT to take this abuse lying down, 
you say? 

Apparently, he is. 

But he shouldn't. 

One would think that Ted DiBiase’s bodyguard would 
have enough brains to see what's been happening to 
him in recent times. In matches pitting DiBiase against 

ttl Jake “The Snake” Roberts, the “Million-Dollar Man” has 
managed to escape being humiliated by his tenacious 
opponent. How does he do it? He lets Virgil take the 


Jake “The Snake” Roberts pulls Virgil back in the ring (above left) and executes the DDT on him (above 
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right). Although Ted DiBiase is taking the beatings from Roberts during the matches, Virgil is getting 


beat up afterward. 


heat ... and the snake. 

Wake up, Virgil! Wake up be- 
fore it’s too late! The ‘“Million-Dol- 
lar Man’ is playing you for a fool! 

“DiBiase couldn’t care less 
about Virgil,” said Don Muraco, 
who saw firsthand the relationship 
between DiBiase and Virgil when 
he wrestled in the WWF. “Virgil 
should have woken up a long time 
ago. This isn’t the first time DiBi- 
ase’s left him holding the bag. Di- 
Biase’s been leading him along by 
the nose for more than two years 
now, and Virgil just takes it like a 
litle puppy. It’s pathetic.” 

Why does Virgil subject himself 
to such horrible treatment, work- 
ing for a man who obviously cares 
nothing about his well-being? 

“Tt’s money, no question,” Mure- 
co continued. “DiBiase has 
bucketloads of cash, and he’s pay- 
ing Virgil very handsomely. When 
you work for somebody called the 
‘Million-Dollar Man,’ that’s what 
you expect, and that’s what Virgil 
is getting, the kind of living that 
only money can buy.” 


But what kind of a living forces a 
man to take beatings that rightfully 
belong to his boss? 

“Hell, that’s what a bodyguard is 
paid for,” said Ken Patera, another 
ex-WWF star familiar with the DiBi- 
ase-Virgil relationship. “Virgil is 
supposed to take the punishment 
for DiBiase. If you ask me, I think 
Virgil is just doing his job. Ted’s 
not using him at all.” 

Despite what Patera believes, it 
is becoming apparent that, in DiBi- 
ase’s hands, Virgil is merely an ob- 
ject to be used and abused with 
frightening frequency. Regardless 
of what one thinks about his and 
DiBiase’s ring philosophies, Virgil 
deserves better for his years of 
loyalty and service to the “Million- 
Dollar Man.” He has stuck by DiBi- 
ase through good and bad, but 
he’s being repaid in black and 
blue. 

It’s no longer an issue of money; 
a man’s pride is at stake. Virgil 
can’t take this abuse for long, and 
he will soon have to make a diffi- 
cult choice: Leave DiBiase’s em- 


ploy, or fight back! 

“Hey, believe me, there are a lot 
of guys over there who'd gladly 
take Virgil’s side if he wanted to 
fight DiBiase,” said Patera. “Even if 
Virgil was the actual one who laid 
the beating on them, they know 
that DiBiase is the one calling the 
shots.” 

It is hard to believe that Virgil 
doesn’t harbor any grudges 
against his mentor. Even before 
the DiBiase-Roberts feud, there 
were problems between the two. 
At WrestleMania IV in 1988, DiBi- 
ase left Virgil to a beating at the 
hands of Hulk Hogan. Virgil re- 
mains the stoic bodyguard, but he 
surely hasn’t forgotten that humili- 
ating moment. 

What should Virgil do? His first 
possible option is to wash his 
hands of DiBiase and strike out on 
his own. It’s something he should 
seriously consider. Virgil has wres- 
tled by DiBiase’s side and on his 
own. He has the raw talent. With ° 
some intense training, he could be 
a contender to the World and In- 


Virgil is helped to his feet by the referees (above). While Virgil chinlocks Roberts, DiBiase 
slaps him across the face with a wad of bills (below). 


tercontinental titles. He’s definitely 
got the power for it. Why should 
he waste his time bodyguarding— 
and absorbing beatings—for DiBi- 
ase when he can win titles on his 
own? 

Only Virgil knows the answer to 
that question. 

“As you know,” said one WWF 
source, “Virgil doesn’t do much 
talking, so when he opens his 
mouth, you listen. Once he told 
me DiBiase isn’t so hard to deal 
with, because he’s had a lot of 
worse jobs than getting beat up in 
the ring, and they didn’t pay near- 
ly as much. But I noticed some 
strain in his voice, like he was try- 
ing to tell me something without 
actually saying it.” 

If Virgil is actually thinking 
about making a move, he can’t af- 
ford to wait much longer. The 
nightly beatings are taking a tre- 
mendous physical and mental toll 
on him. 

Friends of Virgil say he may 
snap at any moment. 

“T’m really shocked that Ted has 
let this happen,” said a close 
friend of both men. “Virgil never 
complains, never says a word. He 
always does whatever Ted tells 
him to. You talk about Virgil wak- 
ing up? Ted had better wake up 
and realize what a good thing he’s 
got going with Virgil. One day Vir- 
gil won’t be there anymore. On 
that day, Ted’s career will be in 
big, big trouble.” 

If you won't listen to us, Virgil, 
listen to your friends. You’ve come 
to a dead end under the “Million- 
Dollar Man.” If you still want to 
make a name for yourself in this 
sport, you can’t afford to sit on 
your hands. 

Makes you wonder who the real 
snake is, Virgil, doesn’t it? Who's 
slimier: Roberts, Damien ... or 
DiBiase? 

When you figure out the right 
answer, DiBiase could be in for a 
heck of a fight ... and he’ll have 
no bodyguard to protect him. O 
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his scorpion leglock, his superb 
finishing maneuver. How is this 
hold applied, and what does it do 
to his opponents? You'll find out 
in “Know Your Holds” (page 
10), reprinted from the Spring 
1990 issue of Wrestling Super- 
stars. Sting explains why this in- 
credible hold has helped win him 
NWA prominence and the num- 
ber-one contender’s seat for the 
NWA World title. 

Sting’s leglock brings back 
memories of great scientific wres- 
tlers of the past. Two of the finest 
were undoubtedly Johnny Valen- 
tine and Buddy Rogers. Veteran 
columnist Matt Brock remembers 
them, too, because he was at 
ringside covering many of their 
greatest bouts. “Matt Brock’s 
Looking Back’’ (page 12), from 
the March 1990 issue of The 
Wrestler, allows Brock to dig into 
his past and mine the memories 
of a classic Rogers-Valentine 
match from 1963. With Brock de- 
scribing the bout in his thrilling, 
no-nonsense style, it’s just like be- 
ing in a time machine! 

Columnist Bob Smith hasn’t 
been around as long as Brock, 
but he also has some pronounced 
memories of a classic old-time 
wrestler. His remembrances of 
Killer Kowalski brought back more 
chills than thrills. ‘‘Blindsided’’ 
(page 14), also from the March 
1990 issue of The Wrestler, tells 
of Smith’s trepidation upon meet- 
ing the veteran rulebreaker for the 
first time. You’d be scared, too, if 
you knew some of the carnage 
that the Polish legend was re- 
sponsible for in the past! 

While Kowalski is one of the 
most frightening people of all 
time, NWA manager Woman may 
be one of the most beautiful. But 
it is clear that this brunette beauty 
also possesses one of the most 
devious minds in the sport. ‘“‘Man- 
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The controversial Woman has some big 
plans for dominating the NWA. 

ager’s Forum’’ (page 16), from 
the Spring 1990 Wrestling 90, 
shows this unscrupulous vixen at 
her worst as she plots NWA domi- 
nation by manipulating the men 
around her. What will her next 
move be? 

And what will Jerry Lawler’s 
next move be? Is he a fan favor- 
ite, or one of the sport’s most bru- 
tal rulebreakers? Veteran reporter 
Bill Apter has been a longtime 
Lawler ally, but he’s been 
shocked at Lawler’s conduct late- 
ly. “Locker Room Confidential’ 
(page 18), from the March 1990 
issue of Sports Review Wrestling, 
shows just how far ‘The King” 
has fallen from his throne of pop- 
ularity. It’s a situation that sad- 
dens Apter as a former friend of 
Lawler’s, yet intrigues him as a 
journalist. 

Also intriguing is the situation 
involving Kerry Von Erich in the 
USWA. The ‘“Modern-Day War- 
rior’ had a rough summer, losing 
matches to several of his most 
hated enemies, including Taras 
Bulba. But now Von Erich is the 
reigning Texas champion, and 
he’s dominating whoever he steps 


in the ring with. This ‘‘Sports Re- 
view Interview” (page 20), from 
the February 1990 edition of 
Sports Review Wrestling, shows 
Kerry at his most candid as he 
looks back at one of his most tur- 
bulent years ever. 

Other USWA stars who have 
had more than their share of trou- 
ble in recent months are Chris 
and Toni Adams, the husband- 
and-wife team that’s been in- 
volved in raging feuds with P.Y. 
Chu-Hi, Billy Travis, and many 
others. “Superstar Interview’ 
(page 24), reprinted from the 
Spring 1990 Wrestling Superstars, 
shows why the Adams family de- 
pends on each other to ensure 
victories. This heartwarming dis- 
cussion also reveals the love this 
handsome couple has for each 
other, and looks toward their 


hopes and aspirations for the 
coming year. 

A young star with high goals— 
and 
“Flyin 


high-flying moves—is 
Brian Pillman, one of the 


Brian Pillman hiptosses The Raider. Pillman 
has lived up to his nickname, Flyin’ Brian. 
NWA’s brightest newcomers. “‘In- 
terview 90” (page 28), from the- 
Spring 1990 issue of Wrestling 
90, was the first major interview 
ever published with the handsome 
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young star. And “USA Update”’ 
(page 6), gives Pillman an oppor- 
tunity to discuss his new tag team 
with Tom Zenk. It seems a cer- 
tainty that, with time, Pillman will 
have a championship of his own 
in the NWA. 

Another man who is lusting for 
title glory is Curt Hennig, the 
WWF's “Mr. Perfect.” But the 
way Hennig went about keeping 
his undefeated streak alive has 
caused a wealth of controversy 
and discussion among fans and 
wrestlers alike. ‘‘Curt Hennig: 
Perfection Has Its Price’’ (page 
32), from the Spring 1990 Wres- 
tling 90, shows how Hennig may 
be setting an impossible standard 
for himself by trying to win all his 
matches. At this point, he’s al- 
ready been pinned by Hulk Ho- 
gan. Can he pick up the pieces of 
his “perfect” dream? 

Hacksaw Duggan has aspira- 
tions of greatness, but many be- 
lieve he’s searching for the wrong 
things. Instead of vying for the 
WWF World or Intercontinental ti- 
tles, he’s trying to win Randy Sav- 
age’s crown and Ted DiBiase’s 
“million-dollar” belt, two prizes 
that offer little actual prestige. 
“Hacksaw  Duggan’s_ Futile 
Quest For WWF Glory” (page 
34), from the April 1990 Wrestling 
Classics, takes issue with Dug- 
gan’s recent bouts. Could Dug- 
gan’s stint as a championship 
contender truly be over? 

While Duggan struggles, one 
man who’s returned to the WWF 
in a big way is Roddy Piper, who 
has successfully battled Rick 
Rude in arenas all across the 
country. In fact, Piper has be- 
come one of the sport’s most 
popular competitors. ‘‘Roddy Pip- 
er: Red-Hot Scot!’ (page 36), 
from the February 1990 Sports 
Review Wrestling, takes a look at 
the factors that are making Piper 
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INTRODUCTION 
(Continued from page 62) 


Roddy Piper executes an airplane spin on 
Randy Savage. The ‘‘Rowdy Scot’’ is once 
again riding high in the WWF. 

one of the top drawing cards in 
the country. Is it his manic ring 
style, or is it his flamboyant per- 
sonality? Read this and decide for 
yourself. 


Rick Steiner was fast becoming » 


one of the finest wrestlers in the 
NWA, but something always 
seemed to be missing from his 
career. When his brother Scott 
joined him in a tag team, they 
quickly became the most formida- 
ble duo in the federation—and 
won the NWA World tag team ti- 
tle. “The Steiners Face Tag 
Team Heaven ... Or Hell’ (page 
38), from the March 1990 edition 
of The Wrestler, shows the hard 
road that Rick and Scott must 
face in order to keep their belts. 

Who will face Hulk Hogan at 
the next WrestleMania? Many be- 
lieve it will be Curt Hennig, while 
others think it will be The Ultimate 
Warrior. But it could be that. Ho- 
gan will once again lock up with 
Zeus. “Say It Ain’t So! Are We 
Headed For A_ Hogan-Zeus 
WrestleMania VI?’’ (page 40), 


from the March 1990 issue of The 
Wrestler, explores the possibility 
that the public might once again 
be forced to sit through one of the 
most obvious mismatches in wres- 
tling history. 

Jerry Lawler was once one of 
the most popular men in Tennes- 
see, but now he’s on the verge of 
being as hated in his hometown 
of Memphis as he is in the rest of 
the country. ‘“‘Why Jerry Lawler’s 
Kingdom Is Destined To Crum- 
ble’ (page 47), from the Spring 
1990 issue of Wrestling Super- 
Stars, examines Lawler’s recent 
streak of rulebreaking and warns 
that he’s in danger of turning 
away the few people that still trust 
him. 

“The Great Debate: Hogan Or 
Flair—Who Was Wrestler Of 
The Decade?” begins on page 
50, and was the most controver- 
sial article in the March 1990 is- 


vA \ — ‘—_ 
Ric Flair was named Pro Wrestling Illustrat- 


ed Wrestler of the Decade, but Hulk Hogan 
had a legitimate claim to that honor, too. 


sue of Sports Review Wrestling. 
What do you think? Was the mus- 
cular, ultra-popular Hogan the fin- 
est grappler of the past 10 years, 
or did Flair, a true scientific ge- 
nius, deserve that honor? After 
reading this piece, you'll discover 
how the editors of our magazines 
reached a decision on the matter. 
Bobby Heenan had a stroke of 
luck last year when he controlled 
the WWF intercontinental and 
World tag team titles, but it seems 
he lost those titles almost as soon 
as he gained them. Was 
Heenan’s newfound success a 
fluke? “‘Why Bobby Heenan Is 
Wrestling’s Most Overrated 
Manager!’’ (page 52), from the 
March 1990 issue of Inside Wres- 
tling, brings new insight on a man 
whose career success rests so 
completely on those around him. 
Is he a great leader or a leech? 
That’s a question Heenan’s own 
wrestlers might be asking! 


In his first bout in two years, Paul Orndorff 
defeated Kerry Von Erich. 


No, he’s not dead. He’s not re- 
tired, either. In fact, he may be as 
good as ever! Paul Orndorff is 
back, and he shocked the wres- 
tling world by defeating Kerry Von 
Erich in his comeback bout. “‘Ex- 
clusive Coverage: Paul Orm- 
dorff’s Triumphant Return!’ 
(page 56), from the March 1990 
Inside Wrestling, details “Mr. 


Wonderful’s” action-packed bout 
with Von Erich from start to finish. 
Could Orndroff be preparing for a 
full-scale assault on the wrestling 
scene once again? If this bout is 
any indication, he’s ready and 
able! 


Virgil has put up with much abuse as ‘‘Mil- 
lion-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase’s bodyguard. 

And there are indications that 
Virgil, the long-suffering body- 
guard of Ted DiBiase, may be 
tired of all the beatings he’s taken 
at the hands of the ‘“‘Million-Dollar 
Man’s” opponents. “Our Mes- 
sage To Virgil: Don’t Take DiBi- 
ase’s Abuse Lying Down!” 
(page 59), from the March 1990 
issue of Sports Review Wrestling, 
shows how DiBiase let Virgil down 
during his recent matches against 
Jake Roberts. If Virgil was smart, 
he’s get away from his millionaire 
employer and find a newer, safer 
vocation. 

As always, this issue of Wres- 
tling USA contains all our regular 
features. ‘‘Official Wrestling Rat- 
ings’ (page 84) and “Ratings 
Analysis” (page 86) give you 
detalied information on who’s hot 
and who’s not in the sport right 
now. “‘Dateline USA’”’ (page 82) 
gives fans a forum to speak out 


on the topics that mean the most’ 


to them. And don’t forget ‘‘Action 
USA,”’ four of the most breathtak- 
ing color pinups to be found 
anywhere. oO 
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UiBiase takes a swing at Duggan (above) 
and prepares to ram his head into the time- 
keeper’s table (below). Sadly, Duggan is no 
longer a serious WWF title contender. 


but instead he’s wasting his time.” 

At this point, it's necessary to 
point out that Duggan has never 
backed away from a feud and nev- 
er will. He has serious bones to 

pick with both Savage and DiBi- 
ase. It’s also necessary to point 
out, however, that Duggan never 
wasted too much time with mean- 
ingless feuds. He’s either wrestled 
men in defense of America’s hon- 
or or he’s geared himself toward 
the major titleholders. That’s not 
the case anymore. 

“He has all the tools to become 
one of the great ones,” said Fritz 
Von Erich, Duggan’s trainer in the 
late 1970s. “They don’t come any 
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HACKSAW DUGGAN 
(Continued from page 35) 


tougher than Hacksaw, but I guess 
he just doesn’t have it upstairs. 
Maybe he just doesn’t realize what 
he was doing, but there was time 
when he had friends to keep him 
on track.” 

Those friends, however, were 
also swallowed by the WWF cir- 
cus. Terry Taylor, who also 
teamed with Duggan, calls himself 
the “Red Rooster” and is mired in 
a deep losing streak. DiBiase was 
Duggan’s friend and rival in the 
Mid-South and UWF, but he is also 
sliding down the ratings. 

“DiBiase never used to hide be- 
hind a bodyguard,” former UWF 
champion Terry Gordy said, “and 
he was the kind of man you want- 
ed to wrestle, because beating 
him meant something. I don't 
know what's happened, maybe all 
that money's spoiled him, but he’s 


not the kind of man Hacksaw Dug- 
gan should be wrestling 
anymore.”’ 


Incredibly, the same can be said 
for Savage. Less than a year ago, 
the “Macho Man” was a proud 
WWF World champion, wrestling 
under the guidance of manager 
Elizabeth and fighting brave bat- 
tles. Savage was never the kind of 
man to hide from an opponent. But 
when he lost the World title to 
Hulk Hogan, things changed. Per- 


haps Savage was imeparably 
weakened—and exposed—when 
his flying elbow at WrestleMania V 
failed to finish off the “Hulkster.” 

Savage is no longer the top con- 
tender for the World title and is 
obsessed with defending the 
“crown” he won from Duggan. He 
calls himself “Macho King” Savage 
and doesn’t seem to realize that 
the previous “kings’—Harley 
Race, Haku, and Duggan—never 
did anything to establish them- 
selves as top guns in the WWF. 
Even worse, Savage often relies on 
Sensational Sherri’s interference. 
He is a fallen champion. A great 
star in a bad slump, his career go- 
ing nowhere. 

And there’s Hacksaw Duggan, 
making Savage his main target. It 
just doesn’t make sense. 

Perhaps the time has come for 
Duggan to admit that he is going 
nowhere in the WWF. Remember, 
he came to the WWF as a loser, 
having dropped a loser-leave-UWF 
match to One Man Gang in Janu- 
ary 1987. Sure, his popularity 
peaked, but cheers can never re- 
place a major title. 

Duggan has been in the WWF 
for three years and hasn’t come 
close to winning a championship. 
It’s hard to believe that he ever 
beat a tough man like Sawyer; 
maybe Duggan really isn’t so 
tough anymore. After all, he used 
to rely on his hands. Now he relies 
on a piece of wood. 

The surest way to monetary suc- 
cess in the WWF is to latch onto a 
gimmick. Duggan did that. But 
men like Duggan can never be 
satisfied with money alone. Their 
competitive instincts force them to 
be the best. The only road to glory 
in the WWF, or any federation, is 
by being a no-nonsense, deter- 
mined wrestler. Hogan and Ulti- 
mate Warrior fit into that mold. 

The shame of it all is that Dug- 
gan once did, too. O 
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Curt Hennig 


(Continued from page 32) 


I never said no.” Though he was years 

away from being “Mr. Perfect,” the 

mental groundwork was being laid. 
ry 


“I kind of grew up with Curt,” says 
Greg Gagne. “My father and his father 
had some violent feuds, but they re- 
spected each other. | think the fact 
Larry never won a world singles cham- 
pionship has plagued Curt. He felt his 
father’s pain more than his father did. 
‘Ax’ was a pretty easygoing guy when 
it came to belts and trophies. He'd 
rather kick some butt than win a belt. 


Hennig’s anger is apparent as he wrestles Snuka. 
That anger drives him toward his ultimate goal, 
capturing the WWF title from Hulk Hogan. 

But Curt was stung by his father’s in- 
ability to capture one of the majors. 
He’s had an obsession with title belts 
ever since.” 

That obsession came to a horrifying 
crescendo recently at a WWF TV tap- 
ing in Topeka, Kansas. Hennig came to 
ringside to observe the progress of the 
match between Lanny Poffo and WWF 
champion Hulk Hogan. Midway 
through the contest, Hennig strolled to 
where Hogan’s title belt lay, spit out a 
wad of gum and, with playful mali- 
ciousness, stuck it on the belt. 

“This doesn’t look like a perfect 
belt, and it doesn’t belong to a perfect 
champion,” Hennig growled. 

Hogan turned away from Poffo 
leapt from the ring, and shoved 
Hennig, who backed off. From behind, 
however, Poffo, who had_ slipped 
through the ropes, dropkicked Hogan 


into the ringpost. This infuriated the 
WWF champ. Hogan hurled Poffo 
back into the ring and advanced, but 
his attack was stopped short by 
Hennig, who clobbered him over the 
head with his title belt. While Hogan 
lay unconscious on the mat, Hennig 
and Poffo, like mischievous little boys, 
raced to the dressing room and, in full 
view of the television audience, de 
stroyed the title belt with a hammer. 

This quickly led to the signing of a 
series of Hogan-Hennig title matches 
(inevitable, anyway, in light of Hennig’s 
spotless WWF record). With one swift 
and ruthless move, Hennig was able to 
shine the brilliant WWF spotlight upon 
himself. Wrestling observers now won- 
der if the glare will scorch the some- 
times unstable “Mr. Perfect” the way it 
has so many other competitors. Even if 
the former AWA World champion is 
able to add the WWF belt to his col- 
lection of titles, many wonder if that 
would even satisfy Hennig’s obsession, 
his hunger for attention. 

One person doesn’t think so. 

“Curt’s gone mad,” says the often- 
accused source of his madness, Larry 
"The Ax” Hennig. “I tried to give him 
the tools necessary to be a successful 
wrestler and a successful person. His 
wrestling record speaks for itself. | just 
hope he’s happy. | don’t think he is. 

“There’s no way I'm gonna convince 
anyone that not winning a major title 
doesn’t bother me. But | have no re- 
grets when | look back. | had a good 
run in the ring. I'll be remembered. 
But Curt, despite his success, seems 
dissatisified. | think he’s setting impos- 
sible goals for himself, goals that can 
only leave him feeling unfulfilled.” 

For starters, how about Hennig’s 
new WWE moniker, “Mr. Perfect.” 
Possessing (as of press time) an un- 
tainted winning streak in the WWF has 
boosted Hennig’s frustration rather 
than his confidence. 

“Right now, Hennig is dangerously 
close to a breakdown if he should 
lose,” says ring psychologist Dr. Sid- 
ney Basil. “Every wrestler loses, It is 
inevitable. You learn to dust yourself 
off and get on to the next match. But 
Hennig is paying a stiff penalty for per- 
fection. His next loss may be so devas- 
tating that it might be his last—be- 
cause he may lose the nerve to ever 
again enter the ring.” 

Dr. Basil’s worst-case scenario is un- 
likely as far as Hennig Sr. is con- 
cerned. “Curt’s a lot tougher than all 
that voodoo headshrink nonsense,” he 
barked. “Of course, it’s tough to lose 
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if you're on the kind of roll he is now, 
You think DiMaggio liked taking the 
collar in game 57? Of course not. But 
he went out the next day and started a 
new hitting streak. Which is exactly 
what Curt will do when he loses.” 

That loss may come sooner than ei- 
ther Hennig is expecting. Hogan, livid 
over the destruction of his belt, has 
promised to turn Hennig into some- 
thing substantially less than perfect. If 
Hogan makes good on his threat, it is 
likely to revive a persecution complex 
Hennig has been nursing since “Play- 
boy” Buddy Rose and “Pretty Boy” 
Doug Somers defeated him and Scott 
Hall for the AWA tag team belts in 
May of 1986. 

“Curt felt abandoned after that 
loss,” Gagne remembers. “Up to that 
point he had always put his faith in 
the federation to correct any wrongs. 
The film clips clearly show Col. 
DeBeers interfering in the match and 
that the outcome was based on a 
countout. Curt was confident the deci- 
sion would be reversed. When it 
wasn’t, he was stunned. I’m convinced 
that’s the turning point of his career.” 

Small wonder, then, that shortly 
thereafter Hennig launched a 
postmatch attack on his tag team part- 
ner Gagne, initiating a hatred that lasts 
to this day. Hennig’s anger was next 
directed at his father’s old nemesis, 
AWA champion Nick Bockwinkel. It 
was in his feud against the veteran 
that the final incarnation of evil em- 
bodied itself in the person of Curt 
Hennig. To defeat Bockwinkel, Hennig 
used a roll of coins handed to him by 
veteran sadist Larry Zbyszko to knock 
Bockwinkel out and capture the AWA 
title. Ironically, the same inconclusive 
videotape that cost Hennig the tag 
team championship this time permit- 
ted his rulebreaking victory to stand. 

Since then, Hennig has stopped at 
nothing to achieve victory. After drop- 
ping the AWA title to Jerry Lawler, 
Hennig vowed never to lose again. 
“I've never met a more determined 
competitor,” said Gagne. “He'll stop 
short of nothing to gain a win. | think 
to win a belt he might seriously kill 
someone. I’ve never met a man who 
hates to lose as much as Curt 
Hennig.” 

Brutus Beefcake, Jimmy Snuka, and 
Bret Hart are a few of the WWF stars 
who can testify to Hennig’s intolerance 
for defeat. “He’s made these men, 
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Curt Hennig 


(Continued from page 69) 


“Mr. Perfect” has Terry Taylor pinned against the tumbuckle (above). Hennig headlocks Brutus Beefcake 
(below), a man he has mastered in the ring. When Hennig does finally lose, the loss could crush him. 


these legitimate superstars, appear fee- 
ble and overmatched,” said one wres- 
tler who refuses to wrestle Hennig. 
“He's at the top his game right now. 
He could actually defeat Hogan.” 
Despite their vicious feud, Greg 
Gagne finds it hard to erase the mem- 
ory of a younger, gentler Curt Hennig. 
“He went out of his way to be fair,” 
Gagne recalled. “It was like he was 
making up for his father’s reputation. 
Like he was saying, ‘Look at me. | can 


be good and successful at the same 
time.’ It’s a shame what's happpened 
to Curt. He could be just as good 
without the rulebreaking. He could be 
a real role model, instead of just an- 
other thug. It’s one of wrestling’s 
greatest tragedies.” 

According to Gagne, should “Mr. 
Perfect” maintain his streak against 
Hogan and capture the WWF crown, it 
would be a perfect ending to an im- 
perfect story. O 
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Let’s start from the back—the 
backside, that is. Since Piper’s in- 
terference on behalf of The Ulti- 
mate Warrior cost Rick Rude the 
Intercontinental championship, 
Rude has vowed to embarrass and 
humiliate Piper at every arena in 
every city in the country. The fac- 
simile of Piper’s radiant visage on 
the back of his tights speaks for 
itself. 

“A typical classless Rick Rude 
act,” said a Piper crony. Perhaps, 
but Rude is certainly sending a 
powerful signal to Piper. His tights 
practically scream the contempt 
he feels for “Rowdy” Roddy. 

“The WWF has changed enor- 
mously since Piper’s last visit,” 
said one member of Rude’s camp. 
“Piper used to be the only one 
around here with any personality, 
so, of course, ‘Piper’s Pit’ caught 
on. Now, there are a dozen Roddy 
Pipers around here. Lots of talk, 
but nothing with which.to back it 
up. There is only one ‘Ravishing’ 
Rick Rude. Only one man pos- 
sesses power, technique, and nu- 
clear sex appeal. Rude is wres- 
tling’s future; Piper belongs in a 
time capsule.” 

But we’ve learned from experi- 
ence to never underestimate the 
skills of Roddy Piper. Already, in 
arenas around the country, Piper is 
getting a hotter reception than 
Rude—from the female fans Rude 
had always claimed as his own. 

“Forget wrestling inside the 
ring,” said Piper’s friend. “Rude 
will be destroyed if Roddy gets 
more attention from the ladies.” 
The friend laughs at the thought 
and continues. “I tell you, Rude 
will just bust a gut. He thinks he’s 
the world’s only living stud. There 
isn’t a woman alive he doesn’t 
think he could own and operate. 
Instead, it’s Roddy who’s getting 
roses and whistles and proposi- 
tions. Remember, Piper is now a 
card-carrying Hollywood star. 
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RODDY PIPER 


(Continued from page 37) 


Piper gives Rude an up-close look at an appropriate caption for this photo. This war could 


be long and ugly. 


Rude is strictly small potatoes.” 
Piper’s agenda is still uncertain 
at this time. He shares television 
time with Bobby Heenan on Puime 
Time Wrestling. With Heenan 


— ed oe 


managing Rude, a direct confron- 
tation between the two veterans is 
lurking in the very near future. 
Piper has yet to make an an- 
nouncement conceming his true 


intentions now that he has re- 
tured full-time to the area. Does 
he eventually want Hulk Hogan? 
Does he think he can defeat The 
Ultimate Warrior? Is he looking for 
any prospective tag team part- 
ners? With Piper, the future is al- 
ways held up for conjecture. No 
one knows what the unpredictable 
Scot will pull next. For the mo- 
ment, he seems happy just making 
life miserable for Rude. 

“Piper is astounded at Rude’s 
disrespect and arrogance,” ex- 
plained another old _ friend. 
“Though Piper has enjoyed his 
share of violent rows, he has al- 
Ways respected his opponents. 
Years after that coconut incident 
with Jimmy Snuka, he recruited 
him for his Survivor Series team. 

“Roddy feels that Rude does not 
possess one redeeming character- 
istic. He is embarrassed to be in 
the same federation as him. When 
Roddy gets a notion in his head to 
dislike a man, that man had best 
be buying his plane tickets. Piper 
may have spent time in Holly- 
wood, but he means real business 
here.” 

“Face it,” says personality ex- 
pert and noted sports psychologist 
Dr. Sidney M. Basil, “they’re both 
incredible egomaniacs. Both need 
the entire spotlight for themselves. 
Piper’s Hollywood career means 
nothing once both men are inside 
the ring. And Rude can’t preen 
like a peacock and do his woman- 
kissing shtick if he knows Piper is 
stealing the few fans he has. 

“It’s important for Piper to im- 
mediately re-establish his place in 
the WWF. Rude’s friend is night. 
The federation has changed. 
There are more dominant person- 
alities now than before. The servile 
likes of Paul Omdorff and Bob 
Orton are gone. Piper is on his 
own. And people are wondering if 
he can make it like he once did.” 

“Ravishing” Rick vs. “Rowdy” 
Roddy: an appropriate feud to end 
the self-indulgent decade of the 
80s. a 
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RICK & SCOTT STEINER 


(Continued from page 39) 


enter the ring. Doom was brought into the NWA by Woman to destroy the Steiners, but the masked duo 
is leaming firsthand how tough the brothers can be. 


tle for non-contender status. 

In other words, if the Steiners 
can retain their belts far into 1990, 
it would be an incredibly notewor- 
thy achievement. 

“Survival for a month would be 
something against these teams,” 
NWA announcer Jim Ross said. 
“Rick and Scott have a lot going 
for them, but | think any team 
would suffer a few losses here 
and there against this kind of 
competition. It’s unprecedented.” 

To their credit, the Steiners wel- 
come the competition. 

“Challengers?” the always ami- 
able Rick said. “Yeah, we love to 
wrestle.” Apparently, Rick hasn’t 
fully grasped the situation. Maybe 
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that’s his greatest advantage. “‘l 
know what’s going on,” Scott 
said. “It doesn’t scare me, but it’s 
a bit much to deal with.” 

Just when it appeared the 
Steiners had proven their superi- 
ority over Doom, Woman came 
up with a bodyguard, the 7-foot 
monster Nitron. “And there’s 
more where he came _ from,” 
Woman promised. “I’m out to 
teach those boys a lesson. If they 
think they’re gonna get past me, 
they’re sadly mistaken.” 

Getting past Doom would be a 
distinct possibility if the Steiners 
didn’t have those other teams to 
worry about. It would also be a lot 
easier if Rick wasn’t so intent on 


proving his independence from 
Woman. “Everybody says they 
want her,” Rick says. ‘Well, I’ve 
had her, and | don’t want her.” 
But can we be so sure? The 
Steiner tag team reign can’t afford 
such a damaging obsession. 

For example, Teddy Long has 
targeted The Skyscrapers for tag 
team glory. Sid Vicious and Dan- 
ny Spivey are among the biggest 
tag teams in the sport, and their 
thirst for violence—and champion- 
ships—has not nearly been 
quenched. Long, too, is out to 
prove that he’s among the mana- 
gerial elite. He still has a long way 
to. go, but will take a huge step 
forward if his team can topple the 


Steiners. 

Michael Hayes and Jim Garvin, 
the team from which the Steiners 
won the belts, are strangely lost in 
the shuffle. How could they have 
been left out of the Starrcade 
“Iron Team” competition? “That’s 
what we’re trying to figure out,” 
said’ Hayes. “We’re the former 
champs, and they just forgot 
about us. Well, we’re not about to 
forget about this.” 

The Freebirds, however, are the 
team least likely to dethrone the 
Steiners. It is widely agreed that 
Hayes and Garvin were extraordi- 
narily fortunate during their reign. 
“Those guys got away with a ton 
of cheating,” said Scott Steiner. 
“It was only a matter of time.” It 
would be unfortunate, though, if 
the Steiners forgot that The Free- 
birds have based their careers on 
taking advantage of others under- 
estimating them. 

Jim Cornette, too, recently 
proved that he still has the ability 
to capitalize on others underesti- 
mating him. He deceived Shane 
Douglas and Johnny Ace into 
thinking he was on their side. As 
it turned out, Cornette was using 
the Dudes. 

Of course, Stan Lane and Bob- 
by Eaton are dangerous with or 
without Cornette. They are former 
NWA World champs and perhaps 
the most talented team in the fed- 
eration. Combining scientific skills, 
teamwork, and brawling ability 
with an outstanding manager, the 
Midnights are always a title threat. 

Last, but certainly not least, 
there’s the Warriors. Hawk and 
Animal are the most devastating 
team in wrestling. “We snack on 
danger and dine on death,’’ Hawk 
and Animal like to say. The fact 
that they and the Steiners are 
both considered fan favorite 
teams will not get in their way. 
“There are no favorites when the 


gold is on the line,” Hawk 
growled. 

Especially when the line is so 
long. O 
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LOCKER ROOM CONFIDENTIAL 


slack, buddy.” 

That would have been a lot easier if 
Lawler didn’t throw Chris Champion 
and Mantel to the wolves and then 
retreat to the dressing room, or if he 
didn’t use a chain on his friend Bill 
Dundee and then piledrive him into the 
mat. Besides, when the good people of 
Memphis boo Jerry Lawler, it’s a pret- 
ty good indicator that he’s doing some- 
thing wrong. 

“The fans don’t always know 
what’s right,’’ Lawler said. ‘“‘Look at 
those geeks in Texas.” 

“Those geeks, as you call them, 
were years ahead of their time,” I re- 
torted. “What’s come over you?” 

“Listen, Apter, this conversation is 
over. I do what I want to do when I 
want to do it. I’ve had this title for a 
long time and nobody’s given me the 
respect I deserve. I open your maga- 
zines and all I see is Ric Flair this, 
Hulk Hogan that. I’ve beaten every 
top wrestler in the country. Hogan and 
Flair refuse to wrestle me and they still 
get all the ink. This right and wrong 
you speak of is getting me nowhere.”’ 

I heard the receiver click. The con- 
versation was obviously over, but in 
many ways it had just begun. Jerry 
Lawler, 20-year veteran of the ring, 
one of the most respected wrestlers of 
modern times, was worried about get- 
ting respect. If that’s not insecurity, I 
don’t know what is. 

The fact is that Lawler breaking the 
rules isn’t so surprising. He’s always 
had a touch of rulebreaker in him, and 
he’s never been one to step back from 
a violent situation. Lawler does every- 
thing necessary to win a match, defend 
a title, or get in line for a title shot. He 
isn’t one to deal with losing. 

What’s surprising is that Lawler has 
gone so far as to alienate the very fans - 
that have stood by him through thick 
and thin. Many years ago, when 
Lawler was being vilified for his feud 
with comedian Andy Kaufman, the 
Memphis fans realized that he was try- 
76 
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Lawler slugs Dutch Mantel. In this dispute, fans are turning away from Lawler and towards 
Mantel. ‘‘The King” says he'll always have his detractors as he battles for respect. 


ing to protect the integrity of wrestling. 
When Lawler broke Kaufman’s neck 
with a piledriver, the world groaned; 
Memphis cheered. 

Here’s the problem: Lawler turned 
against his friends. It was very obvious 
that Mantel was trying to help him 
out, but Lawler was frustrated and re- 
acted the wrong way. Then the situa- 
tion snowballed, and Champion and 
Dundee got on Lawler’s bad side. It’s 
pretty safe to say that there isn’t a 
place in the United States where 
Lawler is loved anymore. 

Then, a few days ago, something 
happened. Lawler teamed with The 
Soultaker against Master of Pain and 


Ta 


Dutch Mantel. Suddenly, Master of 
Pain and Soultaker started beating up 
Mantel. Lawler started back to the 
dressing room, but Nate the Rat began 
taunting him. Lawler went back to the 
ring, but he was triple-teamed by 
Soultaker, Master of Pain, and Lee. 
Although Lawler and Mantel were left 
lying in the ring, there was still no 
indication that they were friends again. 

But that’s all I needed to see. 
Lawler’s going through a stage, that’s 
all. Maybe he still hasn’t made up his 
mind about which way he’s going. 
Nonetheless, my friend is the same 
person he’s always been. Memphis, 
your man is ready to come home. L) 
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Complete your collection of PRO 

lms WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
( ) onthe excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP; Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 


February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 


June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper, Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

vane 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race, Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling |I, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Sa Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack, Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 
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February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 
April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 
June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 
1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 

yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reporis. 
October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
Ser ee See Sean 

. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports, 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP; Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 

1 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
fendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 

dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hail. 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. A & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors, 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy , Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bu , Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 

January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff, 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP; Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-H , UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, amite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
al Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
duly 1987/COLOR PINUP: erie 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, : 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. bi 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 


January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
pees) Waa ne PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, lron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: ore: An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP; Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Du . Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham, Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 
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Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, in 
Von, Beefcake-Bass. 

April 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Stein- 


er. Sa Dangerously, Muraco, 
Mauer bouers. is 


JUNE 1989 
June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 


Steamboat. in vs. Savage, War- 
tiors, Zbyszko, Rhodes. 

July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Pip- 
pig Risen Hogan, Paul E., Dream 


Tournament, Studd, Muraco, 

August 1989/COLOR PINUP; Lex 
Luger. Hogan, Ultimate, Steamboat- 
Flair, Warriors, Rhodes. 

October 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Rude, Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, 
Lawler vs. Perez, Page. 

November 1989/COLOR PINUP: Ric 
Flair, Rhodes, Steiner, Luger vs. Steam- 
boat, Ultimate, Fuller-Jarrett. 

December 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jim- 
my Snuka. Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, 
Beefcake & Hogan, Tully & Arn. 

January 1990/COLOR PINUP: Sid Vi- 
cious. Ultimate, Cornette, Ross, Kerry. 
February 1990/COLOR PINUP: Bret 


Hart, Lex Luger, ell Hennig-Beef- 
cake, Toni Adams, Woman, 


| 


TA: 


WS: 


78 


Isn’t she terrific? (Chris kisses 
Toni on the cheek) 

She really must be quite an inspi- 
ration to you, Chris, especially 
when there’s so much going on 
the USWA right now. The 
USWA champion, Jerry Lawler, 
seems to be making more fre- 
quent appearances in Texas late- 
ly, and he’s been quite vocal in 
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INTERVIEW 


(Continued from page 27) 


telling the world that there’s no 
way that Chris can beat him for 
the title. How do you two re- 
spond to that? 

Well, Lawler doesn’t give me 
many title matches, does he? I 
think that proves to the whole 
world that he’s afraid of me. I 
did have a bout against Jerry 
about seven months ago, and I 


te 


Chris and Toni stand ready for enemy attack. Chris’ next goal is a ttle match against USWA 
champion Jerry Lawler, and Chris speculates that Lawler may be afraid of what Toni would 
do if he broke the rules. 
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all but beat him. Now, I’m sure 
he sees Toni at ringside for me, 
and he’s frightened right out of 
his boots. He knows that with 
Toni looking out for me there’s 
no way he’ll be able to use his 
foreign objects. 

That’s so true. He calls himself 
“The King,” eh? Well, I'd just 
love to crown him. 

That'd be great! Then we could 
be the new king and queen of the 
wrestling world! What a concept! 
(laughs) 

I think somebody’s beat you to 
that one. But on a more serious 
note, do you think that having 
Toni around makes you a target? 
Will men now try to cripple you 
because they think you have an 
unfair advantage? 

Personally, too many wrestlers 
here in the USWA would use 
that for a crutch. But what are 
we doing that’s worse than what 
anyone else has done? Doesn’t 
Akbar run into the ring every 
time Young or Bulba is in trou- 
ble? Hasn’t Yamamoto handed 
Chu-Hi weapons, too? Sure they 
have. 

Right. But me and Chris do 
things a little differently than 
those swine do. We don’t break 
the rules. But if I see Akbar do- 
ing something that’s a little bit 
shady, I’m more than happy to 
run him off. That way, the best 
man will win fair and square. 
And obviously, I think the best 
man is Chris. 

So do many fans. But how long 
will this continue? Are you now 
a regular part of the wrestling 
scene, Toni? 

You bet I am. As long as Chris 
needs me by his side, I'll be 
there. 

And doll, ’'m always gonna need 
you. You’re bloody wonderful! 

Isn’t he sweet? (Chris and Toni 
kiss.) L 


March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 

moans, Blassie, Wrestling !I. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 

Slaughter, Martel, Idol 

October 1981/Stories ‘include: Funks, 

Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 

Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 

March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 

Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 

strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 

Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 

Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
ir, Stearnboat. 
ust 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 

el, boat, Mulligans, Piper. 

September 1982/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 

October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 

Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 

Snuka, Piper, Biair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 

Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 

Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 

February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 

winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 

ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 

Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 

Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 

Sullivan, Zbyszko. 


August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 


September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 
April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 
May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 
July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 

, Valiant, Von Erich. 
August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
pepo Von Erich, Steamboat. 

razah Aten 1985/Stories Me Von 


zh 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 
June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 
July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

ber 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 
November 1985/Stories Include: Ho- 


gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 


December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Ormdorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: buger, tH Sr 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T. 

July 1986/Stories include: pd Heed 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 

A 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bu , Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 


Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 


November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 
April 1987/Stories cra Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 
May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Mur 
duly bb aca ol ee include; Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 


east 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 


October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liars, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
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BACK ISSUES 0F EEE 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


ert 988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 
July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 
September 1988/Stories include: Di 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. we. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
fs 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
arriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 
May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 
June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Sai , Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am. 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Flair-Funk, , Hogan-Zeus, St Survivors, 
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FLAIR OR HOGAN? 


(Continued from page 51) 


Hogan aims Randy Savage for the tumbuck- 
le during their match at WrestleMania V, 
where Hogan won his second WWF belt. 


80 


Hulk Hogan flips The Iron Sheik out of the ring after defeating him for his first WWF title in 
1984 (above left). Ric Flair knees Dusty Rhodes in the midsection en route to his first NWA 
belt in 1981 (above right); Flair’s sixth title win came over Rick Steamboat (below) last May. 


ing a six-time World champion 
means he lost and regained the 
belt five times. In those rare times 
he didn’t have the belt, he was 
the number-one contender. He’s 
always been in the thick of the 
action.” 

“That’s true,’ replied Hazel 
Beekman of Hawthorne, Califor- 
nia, “but Hogan had a four-year 
title reign, from 1984 to ’88. In my 
book, that’s worth more than 
Flair’s shorter reigns. | think this 
time around, Hogan will hold the 
belt even longer.” 


“| doubt that very much,” said 
Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum. 
“Hogan’s getting older. He’s still 
one of the greats, but the compe- 
tition will bring him down sooner 
than a lot of people think. If Zeus 
or Hennig don’t do the job, some- 
body else will.” 

“You think Hogan is getting 
old?” asked Sam Norris of Des 
Moines, lowa. “What about Flair? 
Next to Hogan, he’s ancient. 
Flair’s not going to hold that NWA 
belt of his much longer, especially 
with Lex Luger and The Great 


Muta hot on his tail. Frankly, | 
think it’s time for Flair to retire.” 

“Nonsense!” Race roared. 
“Flair isn’t nearly ready for retire- 
ment. Besides, we’re supposed to 
be concentrating on the 1980s 
here, not the ’90s.” 

“That's right,” said Editor-in- 
Chief Stu Saks, who had been 
acting as moderator. “Let’s not 
get ahead of ourselves.” 

“When Hogan started getting 
involved in all this rock ’n’ wres- 
tling business,’ Studd said, “‘it 
made me sick. I’ve been in this 
sport for a long time and | didn’t 
want to see us wrestlers made 
fools of. But then | began to real- 
ize that all the attention this was 
bringing the sport was good in a 
way. You have to give Hogan his 
due for that.” 

“As far as I’m concerned,” said 
Associate Editor Bob Smith, “all 
this Hollywood business has hurt 
wrestling. That’s why | admire 
Flair so much. He’s not con- 
cerned about an acting career or 
anything like that. He just goes 
out there and wrestles his heart 
out night after night. It’s 
refreshing.” 

“Exactly,” Race agreed. 
“Flair’s from the old school, the 
best school. He doesn’t play to 
the crowd like Hogan does. He 
just wins, whether or not the fans 
are behind him.” 

“Something we’re forgetting,” 
said Otto Maitland of Atlanta, “is 
that Flair was a vicious rulebreak- 
er through most of the ’80s, while 
Hogan has been a fan favorite for 
the most part. Hogan has made 
his reputation fighting for fair play 
and for the kids. Flair was just 
looking out for himself. Let’s hope 
his new attitude is a permanent 
one.” 

The argument could have gone 
on all day and long into the night, 
but one indisputable fact shone 
through all the words: Wrestling 
has been graced by two great 
athletes the likes of which may 
never be seen again. O 


THE GREATEST GRAB BAG 
OF BACK ISSUES EVER! 


Collectors have been scrambling for these magazines for years—now they 
can be a part of your personal collection in this very special ‘‘Grab Bag”’ 
offer at the popular low price of only $3.00 each! 
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SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING ANNUAL 
These hard-to-find issues cover wrestling in all its facets with in-depth feature stories and exclusive special 
sections. 

OD Annual 1 OAnnual/Summer 1981 OAnnual/Fall 1982 DO Annual/Fall 1983 
OAnnual/February 1980  CAnnual/Winter 1981 OAnnual/Winter 1982 DAnnual/Winter 1983 
ClAnnual/Spring 1980 OAnnual/Spring 1982 OAnnual/Spring 1983 C/Annual/Spring 1984 
DAnnual/Summer 1980 OAnnual/Summer 1982 (Annual/Summer 1983 (Annual/Summer 1984 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


Still a favorite of fans everywhere, each issue presents fascinating feature stories, special bonus pinups, 
and a book-length special section. 


CJuly 1977 CFall 1980 Spring 1982 [Winter 1982 [Summer 1983 
(December 1977 Fall 1981 CiFall 1982 Spring 1983 
BEST OF THE WRESTLER 


Now known as Wrestler Annual, each issue is jam-packed with history in a look back at early issues of the 
sport’s longest-running magazine. 


Winter 1978 OFall 1980 OWinter 1981 Winter 1982 
(Summer 1979 OSpring 1981 OSummer 1982 OSpring 1983 
CiSummer 1980 (Summer 1981 CFall 1982 CiSummer 1983 
BEN STRONG WRESTLING 

A ground-breaking title in the early 1970s, the Ben Strong magazines are still coveted by collectors the 
world over. 

CiNovember 1973 

YEARBOOKS 


Dynamic writing and peak-action photography have made these popular yearbooks the hallmark of any 
wrestling magazine collection. 


(11975 Yearbook #12 (11976 Yearbook #17 (01978 Yearbook Summer [11979 Yearbook December 
(01975 Yearbook #14 [11977 Yearbook Spring [11978 Yearbook Fall 11979 Yearbook Winter 
(01976 Yearbook #15 (01977 Yearbook Summer [11978 Yearbook Winter 


(11977 Yearbook Fall (11979 Yearbook Spring 
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Exclusive stories and special features make these annuals some of the most desired magazines by collec- 


tors everywhere. 


(01973 Annual #6 (1975 Annual #14 (11977 Annual Winter (11979 Annual Summer 

1974 Annual #7 (01976 Annual #15 (01978 Annual Spring (11979 Annual October 
(11974 Annual #8 (1976 Annual #16 (1978 Annual Summer (01980 Annual January 
(31974 Annual #9 (11977 Annual #18 (01978 Annual Fail (11980 Annual Summer 
(11974 Annual #10 (11977 Annual Summer (01978 Annual Winter 

(91979 Annual Spring 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: a a 
T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 $3.00 each 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Pa 


Please send me the special grab bag issues | have checked. | am enclosing $3.00 for 
EACH copy | am ordering. | am enclosing $. as payment in full, which includes 
all shipping and postage charges. 


In case of a sellout, please indicate substitute choice: 


NAME” 


ADDRESS 


CITY SIAVE —= ZIP 


For fastest delivery, payment should be made by money order; allow an additional two weeks for 
delivery when payment is made by personal check. For all orders except U.S., you must add 
$1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail and $3.00 for every back issue ordered for 
airmail. Int'l money order only. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. _I 
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DATELINE:USA. DATEL! 


TUMBLING SKYSCRAPERS 

Well, you guys sure called it again. Your story in the 
April 1990 issue urging Teddy Long to split up The 
Skyscrapers must have worked (“Memo To Teddy 
Long: Break Up The Skyscrapers!””). Unfortunately, he 
went a little bit too far. What could he have been 
thinking of to lose a talent like Sid Vicious? 

I've watched the “new” Skyscrapers, Dan Spivey 
and Mark Callous, in a few matches. | must admit that 
they look pretty good, and they team together well. 
But there’s just no comparing Callous to the 318 
pound mountain of muscle that Vicious was. 

| have a prediction to make. Sid will soon recover 
from his lung injury, and he’s going to be better than 
ever—and he'll turn against Long, Spivey, Callous, and 
anyone else that abandoned him. Then we'll see who 
gets the last laugh in this situation. 

WILBUR OPENHEIMER 
Wilmington, VT 


BEST OF THE BEST 

| can’t believe that anyone in their right mind would 
classify Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson as the great- 
est tag team of all time. Your story in the April issue 
(“Arn Anderson & Tully Blanchard: Are They The 
Greatest Team Ever?”’) raised a few interesting ques- 
tions, but it failed to point out that there are other 
teams that have had better records. 

Sure, they've won both the NWA and WWF tag 
team titles. But did they ever do anything as magnifi- 
cent as winning the NWA and U.S. tag team titles at 
the same time the way The Midnight Express did? 
Have they ever dominated federations with the great- 
est of ease as The Road Warriors have in the AWA and 
NWA? And have they ever come back from adversity 
the way Demolition has—and will again? 

Don’t get me wrong. Anderson and Blanchard are 
good—very good. But they just aren’t of the caliber of 
a lot of other fine duos. 

SETH XAVIER 
Vernal, UT 


TOTAL DESTRUCTION 

It's great to see your magazine give some credit to 
Mike Enos and Wayne Bloom, the current AWA World 
tag team champions (The Destruction Crew: Living 
Up To Their Name!”). But it clearly was written before 
they won the belts. It’s pretty amazing to see what's 
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The Destruction Crew—Wayne Bloom and Mike Enos—whips Ken 
Patera across the ring. Reader Pete Westville doesn’t think 
there’s a team in the AWA that can beat the Crew. 


happened to them since that time. 

Enos and Bloom have run off all the competition in 
the federation! Sure, once in a while a team like Paul 
Diamond and The Trooper provides a pretty serious 
threat, but it’s clear that there is nobody else there to 
give them even a serious challenge for the title. The 
Texas Hangmen? Too young and inexperienced. The 
Tokyo Bullets? Too scientific and not tough enough. 

The Destruction Crew will be the AWA tag champs 
for as long as they choose. But if they get bored, they 
should move on to the WWF or NWA. They’re just too 
outstanding to be ignored! 

PETE WESTVILLE 
Shanock, Rl 


WIDOWMAKER WHINES 

| agree wholeheartedly that “Widowmaker” Barry 
Windham has what it takes to rise to the top of the 
WWF, as it said in the April issue ( “Widowmaker’ 
Barry Windham: Angry ... Mean ... Unstoppable!”. 
But where has he been during the past couple of 
months? 

I've heard that he sustained a serious injury, but the 
WWF has said nothing about it. Once, | went to Madi- 
son Square Garden with the sole intention of seeing 
him in action, but he didn’t show up for the card. 


E-USA. DATELINE-:USA 


I’m not sure where he is, but | hope he hasn't 
disappeared forever. Windham is just too good to fade 


from the scene! 
SANDY WILKINS 


Bronx, NY 


FLAIR FOR GREATNESS 

| really enjoyed the “Interview 89” piece with Ric 
Flair in the April issue. It continues to amaze me how 
this man can not only remain the greatest wrestler of 
his era, but be so intelligent and well-spoken at the 
same time. 


Ric Flair snapmares Sting. Fiair’s intelligence greatly impresses 
reader Tom Wassau, who calls the “Nature Boy” a legend. 


It also thrills me to hear Flair talk about looking 
toward the future as NWA World champion. Now that 
he's past the threat of Terry Funk, he can look to the 
challenges of Lex Luger, The Great Muta, and Buzz 
Sawyer. He may even have to face his best friend, 
Sting, but I’m sure that the “new” Flair can accept this 
challenge and still remain friends with him. 

Even as a rulebreaker, Flair was a great man. But 
now that he’s seen the light and he’s wrestling by the 
rules, he’s become a legend. 

TOM WASSAU 
Ruth, NE 


ROSE BY ANOTHER NAME 

Since | never read anything about Randy Rose in 
your magazine, | have to wonder if the world knows 
what's been going on with him in the Southern Cham- 
pionship area. | know that he used to be one of the 
most despised men in the sport when he wrestled in 


Randy Rose whips Jack Victory. Reader Eveline Ev was pleas- 
antly surprised by Rose’s emergence as a fan favorite in Georgia. 


the “Original” Midnight Express with Dennis Condrey, 
but now he’s wrestling by the rulebook. 

It all started when Rose was attacked by manager 
Samuel F. Kent and his: men, including Joel Deaton 
and Dino Manelli. They busted Rose open and left him 
for dead, but since then he’s vowed to repay Kent for 
his treachery. 

He's also become one of the most popular men in 
Georgia. It’s always refreshing to see a man change his 
ways for the better, and when Rose says he appreci- 
ates the cheers, you can tell he really means it. | think 
he’s the bravest man in the sport today. 

EVALINE EVERS 
Marietta, GA 


ZZ77T7TZ MAN 

I'm sick to death of Larry Zbyszko. Of the three 
world champions, he’s the only one that puts me to 
sleep. This has got to be the most boring man ever to 
hold the AWA World title. 

When he wrestles, all he does is stall and leave the 
ring. When he does an interview, he repeats the same 
threats over and over. He’s so predictable, he’s as dull 
as dishwater. 

Zbyszko is the best insomnia cure in the world. | 
hope somebody beats him soon and puts some excite- 
ment back into the AWA. 


GERRY SOLOMAN 
Boston O 


TAG TEAMS 


cr SCOTT STORER 
NWA World tag tana che 


ANDRE THE GIANT & HAKU 
Combined weight: 771 pounds 


lorid cham WWF World tag team 
SB THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR THE ROAD WARRIORS 
NY Combined t: 567 pounds 
champion No.3 Z NWA tag team title 
coe IL Borie rept t: 585 
avees WWE tag. tag team title 
THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
260, Venice Beach, CA Soy yb ight: Ae pons 
1 + U.S. title A tag team title 
Gare, ME Es & WAYNE BLOOM 
Nea : AWA AWA Ward (og bee so 
7k 1A Tirores TROLL EXPRESS 
IA'TW chasaplon No. 4 contenders: WY NWAt tag team title 
JERRY LAWLER THE ; POWERS 3 OF PAIN PAIN 
iswa Hilary AWW tog tag team title 
LARRY ZBYSZKO THE ROCKERS 
248, Pittsburgh, PA Combined ea pounds 
A World No. 3 4 tag team title 
Hills, NJ 1 Q200m ight: gp gy 
No. 1 e A tag team title 
PW B WWE AWA USWA/CWA 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: USWA Champion: 
RIC FLAIR HULK HOGAN LARRY ZBYSZKO JERRY LAWLER 
243, Minneapolis, MN 302, Venice Beach, CA 248, Pittsburgh, PA 234, Memphis, TN 
1—LEX LUGER 1—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR i—MR. SAITO 1—KERRY VON ERICH 
268, Chicago, IL 280, Queens, NY 247, Tokyo, Japan 260, Denton, TX 
2—STING 2—CURT HENNIG 2—PAUL DIAMOND 2—BiLL DUNDEE 
260, Venice Beach, CA 235, Minneapolis, MN 230, Thunder Bay, Ontario 214, Melbourne, Australia 
3—ARN ANDERSON 3—RODDY PIPER 3—THE TROOPER 3—JEFF JARRETT 
249, Minneapolis, MN 231, Glasgow, Scotland 243, Charlotte, NC 200, Hendersonville, TN 
4—THE GREAT MUTA 4—RANDY SAVAGE 4—DAVID SAMMARTINO 4—DIRTY WHITE BOY 
245, Tokyo, Japan 245, Sarasota, FL 225, Pittsburgh, PA 235, Bucksnort, TN 
5—BUZZ SAWYER 5—DINO BRAVO 5—TOMMY JAMMER 5—KING COBRA 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 256, Montreal, Quebec 265, St. Joseph, MO 240, Memphis, TN 
6—STEVE WILLIAMS 6—RICK MARTEL 6—DOUG SOMERS 6—THE SOULTAKER 
265, Norman, OK 236, Quebec City, Quebec 245, Minneapolis, MN 340, Camden, NJ 
7—MIKE ROTUNDO 7—RICK RUDE 7—SGT. SLAUGHTER 7—CHRIS CHAMPION 
245, Syracuse, NY 246, Robbinsdale, MN 310, Parris Island, SC 225, Tampa, FL 
8—NORMAN THE LUNATIC 8—JAKE ROBERTS 8—JOHN NORD 8—BILLY TRAVIS 
380, Saginaw, MI 246, Stone Mountain, GA 316, Bozeman, MT 218, Houston, TX 
9—TOMMY 9—DUSTY RHODES 9—BARON VON RASCHKE 9—DUTCH MANTEL 
248, Hendersonville, TN 302, Austin, TX 271, W. Berlin, Germany 224, Oil Trough, TX 
10—KEVIN SULLIVAN 10—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 10—AKIO SATO 10—DUSTIN RHODES 
252, Boston, MA 273, San Francisco, GA 238, Tokyo, Japan 254, Austin, TX 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS — 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 


each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. 


Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 


are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes | 
to our offices, All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top ttle i in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. — 


Loot mrontte No. S Most Poputar 


BRIAN PILLMAN 
226, Cincinnati, OH 
Last month: No. 


STAMPEDE 


North American 
LARRY CAMERON 
280, Chicago, IL 
1—BRUCE HART 
211, Calgary, Alberta 
2—STEVE DiSALVO 
290, Los Angeles, CA 
3—OWEN HART 
223, Calgary, Alberta 
4—GAMA SINGH 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 


5—JOHNNY SMITH 
235, Manchester, England 


7—ANGEL OF DEATH 

310, Los Angeles, CA 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 

218, Edmonton, Alberta 
9—BEEF WELLINGTON 

225, Lloydminster, Alberta 


10—SKULL MASON 
265, Atlantic City, NJ 


ioe 
month: unrated 


3, noe ae. 


Sarasota, FL 
Lact month: No. 4 Most Hated 


BUZZ SAWYER 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 
Last month: 


ot 
247, Omaha, NE 
Last month: No. 8 Most Hated 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 
Last month: unrated 


1 OZ GREAT MUTA 


Lae monte No. «No. 6 Most Hated 


[Se eS 


PNW Champion: 
SCOTTY THE BODY 
235, Short Hills, NJ 
1—RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 
2—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 
3—ART BARR 
230, Portland, OR 
4—STEVE DOLL 
237, Dallas, TX 
5—REX KING 
240, Tampa, FL 
6—AL MADRIL 
231, Los Angeles, CA 
7—BRYAN ADAMS 
310, Honolulu, HI 
8—JOHNATHAN HOLLIDAY 
232, Cape Cod, MA 
9—BILL FRANCIS 
300, Dallas, OR 
10—THE EQUALIZER 
250, parts unknown 


For period ended January 16, 1990 


1—HULK HOGAN secsssssessscternsrtaninrvensees 48 points 
2—-RIC FLAIR sditpcioeasnasatcs Wied laren dereber oer points 
BLEX LUGER sssscssssssscssssssenssersessensesieses 3 POMS 
A—ULTIMATE WARRIOR aeccossssesssssssssssreveeneee3O POWs 
5—STING seach oa en nam a points 


TAG TEAMS 

Ha incertae eat points 
2—THE ROAD WARRIORS vscssssssessscsnssssusasenne 39 points ' 
3—MICHAEL HAYES & JIM GARVIN wc: 28 points | 
A—RICK & SCOTT STEINER scsssssessssssssereree2? pomts 
S—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE...ccssseersesee25 POmnts 


AACWS: acw champion—Colt Steel; 1—Nelson Royal; 2—Ken 
Shamrock; 3—David Isley; 4—Tommy Seabolt; 5—Sheinobi; 6— 
Todd Champion; 7—Mitch Snow; 8—L.A. Stephens; 9—Samoan Tai; 
10—Jack Jackson. 


FEW: Few champion—Steve Kein; 1—Buddy Landell; 2—Bugsy 
McGraw; 3—Ron Slinker; 4—Bounty Hunter |; 5—Brickhouse Brown; 
6—Jumbo Beretta; 7—The Terminator; 8—Lou Perez; 9—Jim Back- 
lund; 10—Mike Awesome. 


CW: icw champion—Tony Atlas; 1—Vic Steamboat; 2—Ken 
Patera; 3—Eric Sbracchia; 4—Mike Sharpe; 5—Tom Brandi; 6—Ray 
Odyssey; 7—Tom Prichard; 8B—The Rochester Roadblock; 9—Mr. 
Pogo; 10—Sonny Blaze. 


LPWAS LPWA champion—Susan Sexton; 1—Terrorist Sheba; 
2—Madusa Miceli; 3—Black Venus; 4—Judy Martin; 5—Misty Blue 
Simmes; 6—Bad Girl; 7—Magnificent Mimi; 8—Big Mo; 9—The God- 
dess; 10—Heidi Lee Morgan. 


SCW: scw champion—Joel Deaton; 1—Randy Rose; 2— 
Kareem Muhammad; 3—Jimmy Powell; 4—Junkyard Dog; 5—Billy 
Starr; 6—The Invader; 7—Ted Allen; 8—Dino Manelli; 9—Steve 
Lawler; 10—Mr. Wrestling Il. 


WWE: wwc champion—Leo Burke; 1—Carlos Colon; 2—Invad- 

er |; 3—Harley Race; 4—Samoan Sika; 5—Manny Fernandez; 6— 
TNT; 7—Miguel Perez Jr.; 8—Abdullah the Butcher; 8—Jimmy Val 
iant; 10—Gary Albright. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every issue, this column will tell fans how we go about rating 
nearly 200 wrestlers in 18 different categories. It is a behind- 
the-scenes look at the most important—and respected— 
ratings system in the sport. This column is vital reading for all 
wrestling fans. 


Lots of changes! You may already have noticed several 
changes and modifications in the ratings system: 

@The ratings for the USWA and the CWA have been 
combined into one category: “USWA/CWA.” This comes 
about as a direct result of the recent merger between the 
two organizations, and will prevent much of the duplica- 
tion of names that has occurred in recent months in the 
two categories. A few automatic rating positions: The 
USWA champion will hold the top spot, followed by the 
USWA Texas champion, then the CWA champion. 

@Filling the vacancy left by the merging of two federa- 
tions, top 10 rankings for the Pacific Northwest graduate 
from the agate category to the main ratings area. 

®New to the agate category are top 10 rankings for 
the LPWA—the Ladies Pro Wrestling Association, and 
rankings for the SCW—Southern Championship 
Wrestling. 


Tracking Trends: With 
so much ratings news 
this issue, _—_ Tracking 

_ Trends will be brief. 
TOP 10: Ric Flair re 
gains the top spot from 
Hulk Hogan ... Lex Luger 
' drops one spot to num- 
ber four ... Ultimate War- 
rior up a notch to three 
.-. Out of the Top 10 are 
The Great Muta and Kerry 
Von Erich; in are Arn An- 
derson and Scotty The 


Lex Luger 


Body. 

TAG TEAMS: Rick & Scott Steiner are holding firm in 
the top spot ... Andre the Giant & Haku vault from six to 
two off their WWF World tag team title win and subse- 
quent successful title defenses against former champs 
Demolition (who drop from two to four) ... The Rockers 
drop two spots, from seven to nine ... Mike Enos & 
Wayne Bloom slide from five to six, mainly because of the 
AWA’s promotional inactivity. 


The Second 10 Tag Teams, Last month, we promised 
you an expansion of our Tag Team ratings to a top 20 
listing; here goes! A brief analysis follows. 


THE SECOND 10 TAG TEAMS 
11-THE WILD SAMOANS 
No. 5 contenders: NWA tag team title 
12-THE HART FOUNDATION 
No. 3 contenders: WWF tag team title 
13-BRIAN PILLMAN & TOM ZENK 
No. 6 contenders: NWA tag team title 
14-THE BUSHWHACKERS 
No. 4 contenders: WWF tag team title 
15-THE GRAPPLER & BRYAN ADAMS 
Pacific Northwest tag team champions 
16-THE BOLSHEVIKS 
No. 5 contenders: WWF tag team title 
17-PAUL DIAMOND & THE TROOPER 
No. 1 contenders: AWA tag team title 
18-DENNIS CONDREY & DOUG GILBERT 
ICW tag team champions 
19-BOBBY & JACKIE FULTON 
No. 2 contenders: AWA tag team title 
20-CHRIS & MARK YOUNGBLOOD 
WWC tag team champions 


Analysis: The Wild Samoans, impressive at Starrcade ‘89, 
but have been involved mostly in eight-man tag team 
matches; the recent departure of Sir Oliver Humperdink 
will probably place them in disarray for some time . 
The Hart Foundation is still a significant force to contend 
with in the WWF ... Brian Pillman & Tom Zenk are ready 
to make their move in the team-clogged NWA ... The 
Bushwhackers were sent reeling with a loss to The Bolshe- 
viks and appear to have lost their momentum ... PNW 
tag team champs The Grappler & Bryan Adams have 
achieved a significant domination of the PNW ... The 
Bolsheviks, like The Bushwhackers, are losing momentum 
fast ... The new duo of Paul Diamond & The Trooper are 
beginning to hit a stride; look for them to make a move 
soon ... Dennis Condrey & Doug Gilbert are looking solid 
in the ICW . . Bobby & Jackie Fulton are splitting their 
time between the AWA and NWA; their best bet is the 
AWA ,.. Chris & Mark Youngblood, a solid team for many 
years, are once again dominating the Puerto Rican scene. 


That’s all for now! The address for mail is: “Ratings 
Analysis,” clo Wrestling USA; Box 48; Rockville Centre, 
NY 11571, Oo 
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Imagine walking only as far as your mailbox to pick up 
the latest issue of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING! Now 
this convenience can be yours. Enjoy 12 issues of 
SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING sent to your doorstep, 
postpaid, for the low price of only $16.95. SPORTS RE- 
VIEW WRESTLING contains stories and features found 
in no other wrestling magazine. Its peak-action photos 
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Galante To 
SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 


Please enter my subscription to SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING monthly. | will 


THE WRESTLING MONTHLY 
DIFFERENT 
Binoy aly ee 


oes 


and superb coverage of the entire wrestling scene make 
SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING the most exciting wres- 
tling magazine on the market today. Remember: Sub- 
scribers NEVER miss a single issue. Get in on the 
excitement that only SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
brings to you issue after thrilling issue—you won't be 
sorry! 


\ 
0 

l [A 28 My 0 Savings Off Regular receive a total of twelve (12) issues $16.95 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY). | 
! Newsstand Rate! Please indicate method of payment. | 
! SEND TO: CO Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) Sia, | 
T.V. SPORTS, INC. OVOAR. as Se See Se tee ee | 
Box 48 : ch ee eee ee A eS 6. 95 | 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 Expiration Date: ——/——_ l 
| MO/YR 
1 Renewal | 
; ©) New Subscription NAME . 
| On new subscriptions, please allow ADDRESS | 
| up to eight weeks before you | 
| receive your first issue CITY STATE ___—CCSsCéSZIiP 

| 


Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all other countries $22.95 (Int'l money order only). 


ILLUSTRATED ) 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
PWi T-SHIRT A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Mustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 


PWI BUMPER STICKER 


Only $7.00. 
THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
1210) The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
reo c@stl | hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
Lust unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 


ie 
ai and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 


quality, long-wearing—one size fits all- Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/I ‘Skyflyer” 
is Constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9¥% 


PWI CAP inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyi for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 

PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 

PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 


Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
TV SPORTS 


Box 48 
| PWIT-SHIRT d Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


(specify size: s,m,I,xi) 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


ADDRESS APT 


CITY STATE ZIP 


| 

l 

| 

| 

| 

NAME i 
| 

| 

| 

| 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE (Small (Medium (large (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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